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FRONTIER VIOLENCE IN GIN GIN 
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ABSTRACT 
Incidents of frontier violence in Gin Gin during the mid-nineteenth 
century typify the Australian pastoral experience of the time. After Gregory 
Blaxland and William Forster established Gin Gin station sometime in 
1848, tensions grew between the newly arrived group and the traditional 
owners of the land - the Taribelang-Bunda people. Tensions flared into 
violence following the spearing of two shepherds in 1849. The pastoralists 
chose to respond to this violence with disproportionate force - executing a 
brutal massacre of Indigenous people at an area known as the Cedars. 
After a brief period of relative quiet, the Indigenous people returned to Gin 
Gin seemingly harbouring no resentment. Barely twelve months passed 
before the body of Gregory Blaxland was found and his death was 
immediately attributed to the tribe. Again a punitive party was gathered 
and once again the Taribelang-Bunda people fell victim to the pastoralists' 
rage. This pattern of early violence was sadly repeated in areas 
throughout Australia. 
The purpose of this thesis is to examine the events that occurred in Gin 
Gin as a case study of frontier violence and to examine the myths' and 
legend that have developed in the retelling of the district's history. 
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1. INTRODUCTION
During the 1 840s, the colony of New South Wales began extending wel l  
into the territory now known as Queensland .  Pastora l ists gathered their flocks 
and their workers and travel led north on journeys lasting many months in  
search of better grazing land . Wil l iam Forster and Gregory Blaxland of the 
Clarence River district were two such pastoralists. Sometime in 1 847 they left 
their  properties in northern New South Wales and travelled north for twelve 
months - eventual ly establ ishing a station at Gin Gin ,  51 kilometres west of 
the present site of Bundaberg . This incursion did n ot go unnoticed by the 
loca l Taribelang-Bunda tribe. Shortly after the group's arrival tensions grew 
between the pastoral ists and the traditional owners of the land , with the 
situation flaring into violence when two shepherds were speared to death in 
1 849. Following the d iscovery of the brutal ised bodies, the pastoral ists were 
determined to teach the local tribe a lesson; they tracked down a group of 
Aborigi nes and executed a brutal massacre at a site known as the Cedars. 
Fal lowing twelve months of relative peace, the body of Gregory Blaxland was 
d iscovered near Gin Gin creek; with evidence that he had been murdered by 
Aborigines. Despite the issuance of a warrant for the suspects in his murder, 
the pastoral ists gathered another punitive expedition and a large-scale 
massacre of Aborig inal people ensued at Paddy's Island near the present site 
of Bundaberg . 
The cycle of violence that occurred at Gin Gin is worthy of investigation as 
it is representative of much of the frontier conflict throughout the Austra l ian 
colonies. R . H .W. Reece argued that: 
A pattern of contact has been repeated monotonously but nonetheless tragically in 
every part of Australia where white settlers have taken Aborigines' land . . .  
Wherever the Aborigines offered resistance, they usual ly tried to hit the 
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newcomer at his weakest point- to drive off and destroy his sheep and cattle, to 
burn h is  huts, destroy his suppl ies and even kil l his horses and servants. 1
Fol lowing a brief period of exploration in the region , the pastoral ists entered 
and occupied the trad itional territories of the local Indigenous people. They 
took up pastoral leases with no thought of the trad itional territories, sacred 
sites and hunting rights of the existing inhabitants. As L. E. Skinner 
suggested , Aborigines d id not commit acts of violence against settlers without 
some previous injury having been perpetrated against them.2 The settlers'
and Aborig ines' determination for revenge led to a vicious cycle of violence 
that is evidenced in Gin Gin and other sites across Austral ia .  Skinner argued: 
Outrages or depredations by Aborigines, howsoever caused, led to reprisals, the 
frontier punishment by "teaching a lesson". This in turn was fol lowed by revenge. 
It was a trai l  of l inked violence and many innocent people on both sides suffered 
in consequence. 3 
The h istory of Gin Gin provides an ideal case study for the suffering and loss 
experienced on both sides of the frontier. 4
A key aim of a study l ike this is to provide a defin itive account of the 
incidents fol lowing European settlement in a particular area . In examining the 
l im ited primary evidence that is available about Gin Gin 's past, coupled with 
some log ic and reasoning , it is possible to piece together the most l ikely 
version of events. In order to do this, it becomes necessary to wade through 
an abundance of myth, folklore and legend . In his study of the Myal l  Creek 
massacre ,  Russ Blanch observed: 
The massacre of 1 838  was widely recorded even in those early times. It can be 
found in Colonial and government papers as wel l  as court statements, documents, 
1 R.H.  W. Reece. Aborigines and Colonists: Aborigines and Colonial Society in New South Wales in the 
1830s and 1840s (Sydney: Sydney University Press, 1 974), 4. 
2 L. E. Skinner, Police of the Pastoral Frontier: Native Police, 1849- 1859 (St Lucia, QLD. : University of 
Queensland Press, 1 975). 4. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Henry Reynolds was first to discuss the effects of colonisation on both "sides" of the frontier. See Henry 
Reynolds. The Other Side of the Frontier: Aboriginal Resistance to the European Invasion of Australia 
(Ringwood, V IC. : Penguin Books, 1 982). 
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newspaper articles and official correspondence. Since then the details have been 
retold, recalled and dramatised in many forms. From both the printed and written 
pages and from word of mouth, the retel ling resulted in many distortions.5 
These distortions also exist in  much of the secondary l iterature concerning 
the early incidents of frontier violence at Gin Gin .  This makes the examination 
of primary sources critical .  In h is study of the Hornet Bank massacre, Gordon 
Reid wrote: 
Detailed examination of the evidence has revealed what happened to whom, by 
whom, how, when and why. This has enabled a number of inaccurate statements 
about the massacre and its aftermath to be dismissed; some of this 
misinformation, however, has been repeated in this study because it is part of a 
legend which helps explain Queensland history.6
This study has simi lar aims; in  examin ing the historical documents avai lable , 
it is hoped that the facts can be set apart from the fiction .  Where gaps in  the 
sources exist, it has created a historical 'si lence' and it has been left to 
historians' deductions to p lace the available evidence in a log ical narrative . 
This is where the role of myth enters h istory. 
In making deductions from the evidence avai lable, a historian can only 
strive to add his or her own interpretation based on the plausibi l ity of historical 
incidents, in this case over one hundred and fifty years ago. Through 
examining others' tel l i ng of Gin Gin 's frontier history, the role of myth and 
legend becomes central .  As Katrina Schlunke wrote an account of the Bluff 
Rock massacre that occurred d uring the 1 840s in  New England . She 
explained of her own study of a massacre :  
I began this book with the desire to paint a bigger picture of  the past through one 
specific event. I want to show you how many ways a massacre of Aboriginal 
people can be told and used and reorientated . . .  The promise of H istory was that 
5 Russ B lanch, Massacre: Myall Creek Revisited (Delungra, N.S .W. : Grah Jean Books, 2000), 1 3 . 
6 Gordon Reid, A Nest of Hornets: The Massacre of the Fraser Family at Hornet Bank Station, Central 
Queensland, 1857, and Related Events (Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 1 982),  1 79 . 
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we would know what happened. But there is no single way of 'doing' history, no 
single way of knowing history. There are just so many stories.7 
The story of Gin Gin 's past is simi lar - the many silences in the documentary 
evidence have g iven rise to many varied accounts. Arthur Laurie,  one of the 
few historians who has strived to write a defin itive account of the violence, 
admitted that the incidents have, "an air of mystery in so far as there is very 
l ittle detai l  on record . "8 The myth and legend surrounding Gin G in's frontier
years have entered contemporary history. This thesis is an ana lysis of both 
the historical circumstances and myths, in a quest to better understand the 
brutal ity of Queensland's frontier past. 
7 Katrina Sch lunke, Bluff Rock: Autobiography of a Massacre (Freemantle, W .A . : Fremantle Arts Centre 
Press. 2005), 1 4- 1 5 .  
8 Arthur Laurie, "Early Gin Gin and the B laxland Tragedy," The Historical Society of Queensland Journal 
4. no. 5 ( 1 952) : 7 1 7.
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2. T HE AUSTRALIAN FRONTIER: LITERATURE REVIEW
This section wil l  d iscuss three d istinct periods of Austral ian frontier 
historiography. It wi l l  explore both the traditional approach to frontier 
historiography and wil l  contrast this with the revision ist approach that 
emerged in the latter half of the twentieth century. It wi l l  then examine the 
most recent phase in Austral ian frontier writing , a phase that provoked the 
'history wars' .  
Between the eighteenth and early twentieth centuries, trad itional accounts 
of settlement in Austral ia focussed on the success of the colon isation process 
across the continent. 1 This approach celebrated the abil ity of white settlers to
adapt, survive and thrive in their harsh new environment2 and in contrast,
I ndigenous Austra l ians were largely overlooked in trad itional  accounts of 
h istory.3 When mentioned , it was usual ly only in relation to the impact their
actions had on white settlers ;  discussion of the impact that European 
settlement had on Austral ia 's orig inal i nhabitants was l imited . Geoffrey 
Blainey referred to this approach as the "three cheers" view of h istory as it 
was largely positive, self-congratulatory and overwhelming ly celebratory.4 An
example of this traditional approach can be found in the work of F. K. 
Crowley.5 Writing in 1 955 on the early h istory of Austral ia,  Crowley discussed
the nation's ach ievements: 
1 Lyndal l Ryan, "Waterloo Creek Northern New South Wales, 1 838," Frontier Conflict: The Australian
Experience, ed. Bain Attwood and S. G .  Foster (Canberra : N ational M useum of Austral ia, 2003), 33 .  
2 Ibid. 
3 For an example of a traditional approach to frontier h i story that excludes I nd igenous Austral ians see F. K. 
Crowley. "The Foundation Years: 1 788- 1 82 1 ," in Australia: A Social and Political Hist01y, ed. Gordon 
Greenwood ( Sydney : Angus and Robertson, 1 955), 1 -43 . 
4 Geoffrey B lainey in M ark McKenna, "Different Perspectives on B lack Armband H istory," Parliament of 
Australia, Parliamentary libra1y, http ://www.aph.gov.au/l ibrary/pubs/rp/ 1 997-98/98rp05 .htm (accessed 23 
May 2005 ). 
5 Crowley, "The Foundation Years: 1 788- 1 82 1 ," 1 .  
- 5 -
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All  wil l  now agree . . .  that a nation came into being whi le its people were busi ly 
engaged in breeding sheep, growing wheat, digging for gold, learn ing to be good 
trade un ionists, training cricketers; and fighting in  the battles of the old world.6
Similarly, writing in 1 963, in  a book entitled Australia's First Frontier, T. M. 
Perry observed the success of both the Austral ian and American colon ies: 
Both peoples have experienced difficu lties and endured great hardsh ip 111 
occupying such vast areas; each has developed h igh ideals of freedom and 
democracy and is zealous in  defence of them; both have been settled by European 
immigrants and have developed national cu ltures of European derivation.7
Both Crowley and Perry's work are good examples of traditional historians 
writing about European immigrants triumphing despite adversity . This 
trad itiona l ,  celebratory view of Austral ian history was persistent through most 
of the twentieth century.8
The trad itional commentary on the spread of European settlement across 
Austral ia was coupled with an absence of the continent's orig inal  inhabitants.9
Robert Manne explained that traditional ly both scholars and citizens had 
failed to integrate the story of Aboriginal dispossession and its aftermath into their 
understanding of the course of Australian history, reducing the whole tragic and 
complex story to what one historian cal led a melancholy footnote. 1 0
When included, traditional frontier historiography commonly portrayed 
Ind igenous Austra l ians as backward . I n  initia l  observations, discussion of 
Ind igenous Austral ians was strong ly influenced by the colonists' feel ings of 
superiority. An example of this can be found in the writing of W. Trench . In  
1 788, he spoke of the "greasy filth [natives'] skins are loaded with"11 and
7 T .  M.  Perry, Australia 's First Frontier: The Spread of Settlement in New South Wales 1788- 1829 
(Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 1 963 ), I .  
8 Robert Manne, " Introduction," i n  White Wash: On Keith Windschuttle 's Fabrication of Aboriginal Hist01y
ed. Robert Manne (Melbourne : B lack Inc, 2003 ), 2 .  
9 Ibid. 
10 Ibid. , I .
1 1  W. Trench, "The Aborigines at Botany Bay and Port Jackson, 1 788," in Sources of Australian Hist01:v. 
ed. M. Clark (London : Oxford University Press, 1 957), 90. 
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highl ighted that they "are fond of adorning themselves with scars, which 
increase their natural h ideousness . "12 Trench spoke about the "despicable"
nature of both the canoes and dwel l ings of the Ind igenous people; and of the 
"timid ity and bashfu lness" of the I nd igenous women, which he concluded is, 
"perhaps inseparable from the female character in its rudest state ."13 Jared
Diamond suggested this trad itional approach presents "a racist perspective" 
of Austral ia 's frontier history. 14
During the late 1 960s, emerg ing historians began to explore the themes of 
dispossession and frontier conflict. This new wave of frontier historiography 
sought to write I nd igenous Austral ians into the Austra l ian history texts.15 The
approach dominated the last two�decades of the twentieth century a nd
provoked the public to address their perception of Austral ia 's seeming ly 
peaceful settlement. 16 Manne explained that from
. . .  the late 1 960s, hundreds of books and articles on the dispossession by dozens 
of scholars were publ ished. Through their col lective work the great Austral ian 
si lence was shattered. 17 
Henry Reynolds has been an outspoken historian in this field and is identified 
as a leader in propell ing this new era of Austral ian frontier history.18
Reynolds' works on the subject of the Austral ian frontier include: The Other 
Side of the Frontier ( 1 981  ) ;  Frontier: Aborigines, Settlers and Land ( 1 987); 19
Dispossession: Black Australians and White Invaders ( 1 989) ;2° Fate of a Free
People ( 1 995) ;21 and The Indelible Stain ? (2001 ) .22 A. T Yarwood argued that
14 Jared Diamond, "Austral ia's Past and Future," ABC Online, 
h ttp://www.abc.net.au/rn/deakin/docs/d iamond.doc (accessed 1 5  May 2005).  
1 5  Ryan, "Waterloo Creek Northern New South Wales, 1 838," 33 .  16 Manne, "I ntroduction," 2. 
1 7 Ibid. 18 Ryan, ''Waterloo Creek Northern New South Wales, 1 83 8," 33 .  
1 9 Henry Reynolds, Frontier: Aborigines, Settlers and land (Sydney : A l len and Unwin ,  1 987).
20 Henry Reynolds. Dispossession: Black Australians and White Invaders (Sydney : A l len and Unwin,
1 989). 
21 Henry Reynolds, Fate of a Free People ( Ringwood, VIC .  : Penguin, 1 995).
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a lthough non- Ind igenous, Reynolds tel ls the story of the frontier "through 
Aborig inal eyes. "23 Many historians writing about themes of d ispossession
and frontier confl ict from the 1 960s onwards challenged the accepted , 
trad itional history of Austral ia24 and cou ld therefore be seen as revision ists . 25
Raymond Evans contrasted the work of the revisionists with earlier historians 
l ike Frank Crowley who cla imed that, "Aborigines just were not important in 
the early history of white settlement" :  
Compare th is, however, with the statement of Gordon Reid, writing seven years 
later, in his A Nest of Hornets (about frontier violence in Central Queensland) that 
black-white conflict on the frontier - that "bitter and b loody contest" - was "'the 
fundamental event in Austral ian h istory fol lowing British annexation". What a 
startl ing contrast these words convey, as one realises how the historical parad igm 
had shifted so radical ly, and in such a short space of time, from a position where 
Aborigines had barely a toe-hold on the periphery of white concern to one where 
their struggle was considered semi nal and fundamental - a central tenet of the 
Australian story.26
Within a short period of time the pendulum had final ly shifted in Austral ian 
frontier h istory.27
The revisionist h istorians, more varied in  their opinions than united , soon 
became criticised for subscribing to a 'black armband' view of Austra l ian 
22 Henry Reynolds, An Indelible Stain?: The Question of Genocide in Australia's Hist01:v (Ringwood, V IC.
: Penguin ,  200 I ). 
23 A.T Y arwood and M.J. Knowl ing, Race Relations in Australia: A History (Sydney : Methuen Austral ia.
1 982), 1 9 1 .  
24 David Day entitled h is 1 996 publication Claiming a Continent: A New History of Australia, suggesting
that he was striving to challenge the previously accepted h istory. See David Day, Claiming a Continent: A 
New Hist01:v of Australia (Pymble, NSW. : Angus & Robertson,  1 997). 
25 The Macquarie Dictionary: Revised Dictiona1y defines a revisionist as "an advocate of rev ision, a
rev iser". Despite some negative semantics associated with the term , revisionist is used in th is paper to 
reflect th is formal definition only. See The Macquarie Dictiona1y: Revised DictionalJ' (Sydney : The 
Macquarie Library, 2005 ), 1 6 1 7. 
26 Raymond Evans, Fighting Words: Writing about Race (St Lucia, QLD. : University of Queensland Press.
1 999) 3 5 .  
27 McKenna, ' 'Different Perspectives o n  Black Armband H istory."
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history.28 Geoffrey Blainey first coined this term in  a publ ic lecture in 1 993
when he said: 
The Black Armband view of history might wel l represent the swing of the 
pendulum from a position that had been too favourable, too self-congratu latory, to 
an opposite extreme that is even more unreal and undecidedly jaundiced. 29 
I n  a research paper presented to the Australian Parl iament, Mark McKenna 
described how traditional ly the public wearing of black armbands in ancient 
Egyptian society d isplayed "mourning , grief and i rretrievable loss."30 He
continued with his own commentary, "Applied to history, it paints a bleak view 
of the past - a history without l ight and hope. A history of lamentation and 
even despair."31 I n  the 1 996 Robert Menzies Lecture, Austral ian Prime
Minister John Howard commented on the "need to guard against the re­
writing of Austra l ian political history."32 Howard a lso spoke of a
related and broader challenge . . . .  that is to ensure that our h istory as a nation is not 
written definitively by those who take the view that Austral ians should apologise 
for most of it.33
He continued: 
This 'black arm band' view of our past reflects a bel ief that most Austral ian 
h istory since 1788 has been l ittle more than a disgraceful story of imperial ism, 
exploitation, racism, sexism and other forms of discrimination.34
Rather than supplementing the self-congratulatory traditional history of the 
frontier, the Prime Minister saw black armband accounts as threaten ing it. 35
29 Geoffrey B lainey cited in Ibid. 
30 Ibid.
31 Ibid. 
32 John Howard cited in A lan Mayne, "Black Armband H istory: Seminar, " H-Net, http ://www.h­
net.org/-anzau/threads/arm .htm l (accessed 1 5  May 2005). 
33 Ibid. 
3-1 Ibid. 
35 Stuart Mcintyre, "Swing of the Pendulum," Sydney Morning Herald, 30 A ugust 2003 . 
- 9 -
36 Ibid.
37 Ibid. 
Renee Coffey, History Honours Thesis, 2006 
I t  could be argued that the Prime Min ister's very publ ic view of revisionist 
history set the stage for the Austral ian 'history wars' .  As Stuart Macintyre 
commented : 
John Howard did not create the anxiety about Austral ian history but he raised it to 
a h igher level of national prominence. Before he gained office, the champions of 
patriotic history operated as lonely knights errant who chal lenged the dragons that 
roamed through the corridors of Austral ian universities.36
Macintyre suggested that when the nation's leader condemned the revisionist 
approach to frontier history, it gave clearance to d iscontented h istorians to 
publicly air their own grievances with the approach. 37
I n  2002, following the publ ication of several articles in Quadrant, 
Austral ian h istorian and journal ist Keith Windschuttle released a book on the 
h istoriography of the Australian frontier. The book was the first volume in a 
proposed series entitled The Fabrication of Aboriginal History; with volume 
one exploring the historiography of frontier encounters of the island now 
known as Tasmania between 1 803 and 1 847.38 Windschuttle drew publ ic
attention to the historiography of the broader Austral ian frontier, cla iming that 
prominent revisionist historians had largely exaggerated and even fabricated 
the pl ight of Indigenous Austra l ians during the frontier period .39
Windschuttle's own motivations came under close scrutiny and much 
scholarship was produced that either denounced or supported his findings, 
thus fuell ing Austral ia's ongoing 'history wars' between those who 
championed the traditional approach and those who supported the revision ist 
approach.40
38 The Fabrication of Aboriginal History is the cul m ination of W indschuttle's earlier work- The Killing of 
Hist01y ( 1 997) and a series of articles pub lished in the journal Quadrant in 2000. See Lyndal l  Ryan, " Who 
is the Fabricator;� in White Wash: On Keith Windschuttle 's Fabrication of Aboriginal History, ed. Robert 
Manne (Melbourne: B lack I nc, 2003 ), 232. 
39 Keith Windschuttle, The Fabrication of Aboriginal History: Volume One Van Diemen 's land 1803-1847 
(Sydney : Macleay Press, 2002), 7-10. 
40 Stuart Mcintyre and Anna Clark, The Hist01y Wars (Carlton, VIC. : Melbourne University Press. 2003 ).
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Windschuttle referred to the revisionist historians who wrote Ind igenous 
Austral ians i nto the history of Tasmania as "orthodox h istorians"41 and
claimed h is own work presented a "counter-history" of race relations in 
Austral ia .42 This can be seen as an attempt by Windschuttle to place himself
as the revolutionary challeng ing an accepted scholarly trad ition - rather than 
a counter-revolutionary reinforcing age-old standards.  To support h is cla im, 
Windschuttle attempted to l ink modern historians with some of the first 
historians to have criticised the British colonists i n  Tasmania , including Henry 
Melvi l le who wrote in 1 835 and James Bonwick in  1 870.43 However grouping
these historians together is problematic. As Reynolds suggested : 
Windschuttle tries to bring some order to the yelping disputation by creating a 
mythical collective cal led the conventional historians of Tasmania, yoking 
together writers of different periods, diverse ages, outlooks and attitudes with 
contrasting and often conflicting interpretations. As a resu lt he can present 
h imself as standing alone struggl ing heroical ly under the banner of truth against a 
d isreputable intelJectual junta.44
By referring to the d iverse group of revisionist historians as "orthodox," 
Windschuttle demonstrated the extent to which their approach dominated 
recent frontier historiography. 
In summary, there have been three distinct approaches in  Austral ian 
frontier historiography; the traditional approach which dominated from 
Austral ia's settlement through unti l the latter half of the twentieth century, the 
revisionist approach that emerged d uring the late 1 960s, and the Austral ian 
'h istory wars' that emerged at the start of the early twenty-first century. The 
revisionist approach sought to explore issues of I ndigenous d ispossession 
and frontier conflict and soon became the dominant approach to frontier 
41 Windschuttle, The Fabrication of Aboriginal Hist01y, 26. 
42 Ibid., 3 .  
43 Ibid., 26. 
44 Henry Reynolds, "Terra Nul l ius Reborn," in White Wash, 1 34. 
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historiography. Windschuttle's 2002 contribution , The Fabrication of 
Aboriginal History, reasserted a traditional perspective and criticised the 
approach of revisionists, thus starting the 'history wars ' .  
- 1 2 -
Renee Coffey, H istory Honours Thesis, 2006 
3. WRITING THE F RONTIER
Writing about Austral ian frontier relations in the wake of the Austral ian 
'history' wars' presents many methodological chal lenges. Numerous 
pragmatic lessons have been high l ighted in the discussions and it would be 
peri lous to ignore them in writing a frontier history of any region . Windschuttle 
and his supporters' contribution to Austral ian frontier historiography is often 
either championed or condemned . This leaves the question of whether 
anything constructive can be learnt from the Austral ian 'h istory wars' .  
Predominantly, th is  movement in  frontier writing forced historians to examine 
their  own approach and methodology. Windschuttle cla imed to examine "how 
we can know about the past, the kinds of evidence we can regard as rel iable, 
and how to detect false claims when they are made."1 I n  short, in The 
Fabrication of Aboriginal History Windschuttle systematical ly d issected the 
scholarship of prominent revisionist historians. There are several lessons for 
the historian  wishi ng to tackle Austral ian frontier history in the wake of the 
Austral ian 'history wars' .  These include: that through footnotes it is possible to 
detect any falsified evidence; that great care is needed in footnoting to avoid 
un intentional errors; that historians' motivations, associations and personal 
background may come under scrutiny; that historians should return to orig inal 
primary sources rather than relying on the scholarship of others to support 
cla ims; that historians should critically analyse and d iscuss the motivations of 
players in history; and lastly, that it is necessary to adequately contextual ise 
presented evidence.  It is these key methodologica l  lessons that have gu ided 
the research and writing of this particular paper. 
It could be argued that a key message emerging from the 'history wars' is 
that fa lsification of evidence and the inclusion of mislead ing information wi l l 
eventual ly be exposed. Windschuttle argued that Austral ian historians have 
del iberately provided a false account of the past to promote an Indigenous 
1 Windschuttle, The Fabrication of Aboriginal Hist01y, I 0.
- 13 -
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agenda.2 Windschuttle argued , "those who make cla ims they cannot
substantiate usua l ly get found out, sooner or later, by someone checking their 
footnotes."3 Windschuttle's contribution demonstrated that fabrication and
misrepresentation of evidence can be easily discovered and exposed and he 
provided some compel l ing examples of where historians' errors cannot be 
d ismissed as unintentional oversights .  Blainey, writ ing in  an article on The 
Fabrication of Aboriginal History commented that: 
As historians, we al l make errors from time to time. Whi le read ing the long 
recital of these fai l ings, I felt an in itial sympathy towards the Austral ian and 
overseas h istorians who were under such intense scrutiny. But many of their 
errors, made on crucial matters, beggared bel ief. Moreover their exaggeration, 
gu l l ibi l ity and what this book cal ls "fabrication" went on and on.4
Accused historians have refuted many of Windschuttle's accusations as 
un intentional oversights, 5 however there are some instances that remain
questionable. Of particular concern was one instance where Reynolds was 
exposed to have significantly misquoted Governor Arthur.6 Reynolds
responded publ icly in The Sydney Morning Herald conceding , " It's a bad 
mistake . I obviously didn't know it existed , far from it that I had done it 
del iberately to d istort the story. I was amazed when I saw it myself. "7 I n
response to Windschuttle's claims that i t  was a del iberate misrepresentation 
of the evidence,  Reynolds responded, "Al l historians  are fa l l ible and make 
mistakes. They are usually mistakes and not conspiracies ."8 The 'history
wars' have highlighted that erroneous material , whether intentional ly 
fabricated or not, can be exposed through the examination of footnotes. 
2 Lyndal l Ryan, "Who is the Fabricator," 232.
3 Windschuttle, The Fabrication of Aboriginal Hist01y, 1 33. 
4 Geoffrey B lainey, "Native Fiction," The New Criterion 2 1 ,  no. 8 (Apri l 2003): 79, 
http://infotrac.galegroup.com .ezproxy. l ibrary.uq.edu.au/itweb/uq (accessed 23 May 2005). 
5 See rebuttals from various authors in White Wash. 
6.John Dawson, "The nul l ius ideal : on "terra nul lius reborn" by Henry Reynolds," Quadrant 48, no. 7-8
(.Ju ly-August 2004): 24. 
7 Henry Reynolds cited in Andrew Stevenson, "Historian Adm its M isquoting Governor Arthur over
Aboriginal Attacks," The Sydney Morning Herald, 30 November 2002. 
x Ibid. 
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A central theme of the 'history wars' concerned accuracy of references 
and many of the contributors drew attention to a number of related 
methodolog ical issues . Windschuttle himself conceded that his own book, 
"pays so much attention to footnotes, citations, and archival  references that 
some wi l l  probably find it uncomfortab ly d ifficu lt. "9 Windschuttle argued that
this level of scrutiny was necessary, as: 
The corruption of this story has been accomplished by historians under the cloak 
of academic responsibility. There was no choice but to address the fabric of their 
scholarship in order to unpick their work and to establish what real ly happened . 1 0
To do this, Windschuttle examined each of  the references used to support 
claims made by revisionist h istorians i n  works perta in ing to Tasmania's 
frontier period . Windschuttle explained that "scholarly h istory d istinguishes 
itself from popular works by providing references and sources. It does this 
through the device of the footnote. " 1 1  Windschuttle asserted , "the role of the
footnote is to make historians pub licly accountable . " 1 2 To support h is claim
that revisionist h istorians fabricated evidence, Windschuttle highlighted a 
statistic table that Lyndall Ryan included in the appendices to her book 
Aboriginal Tasmanians.13 He stated that Ryan, "gives no indication of where
her information came from ."14 Windschuttle then provided confl icting figures
from an alternative source and concluded , "since Ryan provides no evidence 
or references to support her figure and since Plomley, a far more reliable 
scholar, has actual ly done the research to uncover their backgrounds, h is is 
the on ly credible tal ly we have . "1 5  Whether Ryan possessed sufficient
evidence to support her claims or not, her lack of referencing left her open to 
criticism.  As Windschuttle highl ighted ,  it is essential for historians to support 
any factual cla ims with appropriate references. 
9 Windschuttle, The Fabrication of Aboriginal Hist01y, 10. 
10 Ibid. , 10. II Ibid.. 1 32.  
12 Ibid. 
13 Ibid., 57.
14  Ibid.
15 Ibid.
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Another important lesson to be learnt from Windschuttle's treatment of 
Ryan 's work is simply including a footnote to support a claim wi l l  not suffice -
the footnote must refer to a document that upon closer inspection will support 
the h istorian's claims. In a chapter entitled Historical Scholarship and the 
Invention of Massacre Stories, 1 81 5- 1 830, Windschuttle examined the 
footnotes of Ryan and Lloyd Robson and determined that much of the 
materia l  referenced does not support the h istorians' arguments.16 I n
response , Ryan has  claimed that, "On several occasions, Windschuttle 
misses the point of the reference,"  but conceded that in some instances, 
largely through the publishing process, some of her footnotes were " lost or 
scrambled . " 17 These errors and Windschuttle's criticisms highl ight the
importance of accurate and relevant footnotes in historical scholarship. 
Windschuttle's work drew attention to possible motivations of the 'orthodox 
historians' and suggested that they are collectively striving to progress an 
I nd igenous agenda. 1 8  In the introduction to The Fabrication of Aboriginal
History, Windschuttle wrote of the "pol iticisation of academic history." 1 9  I n
d iscussing the work of  revisionist historians,  Windschuttle concluded, "What 
these works have in common is an intel lectual m indset or framework that has 
largely determined the questions they have asked , the research they have 
done and how they have interpreted their  evidence."20 I ndeed , in revisionist
Humphrey McQueen's 1 97 4 publication Aborigines, Race and Racism, he 
admitted that: 
This book is del iberately biased. It has to be biased in order to tel l  the truth. For 
nearly two hundred years white Austral ians have l ived a l ie about the Aborigines. 
To see truth clearly the balance has to be drawn in favour of the Aborigines, 
'" Ibid., 1 3 1 - 1 66.
17 Ryan, "Who is the Fabricator," 234. 
1 8  Windschuttle, The Fabrication of Aboriginal Hist01y, "6. 
19 Ibid., 5 .  20 Ibid., 28.  
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which means that this book begins by accepting that white Austral ians are 
prejud iced against Aborigines.2 1
I t  could be argued that McQueen sought to change public opinion and 
determined that a moderate non-inflammatory approach would not have 
succeeded in doing this. Windschuttle observed that, "Reynolds, Ryan, 
Pybus and several others quite openly state that their objectives are to serve 
the interests of the descendants of the Tasmanian Aborigines . "22
Windschuttle also observed that several prominent revisionist historians are 
"friends."23 I n  a footnote , Windschuttle commented on the fact that, "Lyndal l
Ryan thanks Henry Reynolds for lending her his Hobart house" in her book 
Aboriginal Tasmanians.24 Whilst fa l ling short of an accusation of conspiracy,25
he intimated that revisionist historians have col laborated in their efforts to 
promote a "political cause of Indigenous peoples. "26 This evidences the fact
that historians' motivations and associations are likely to come under scrutiny 
when writing about the Australian frontier. 
During the 'history wars' the motivations of those propelling the revisionist 
version of history also came under close scrutiny. Windschuttle discussed 
the former Governor-General  Sir Wil liam Deane's speeches to mark the 
Centenary of Federation in 2001 . On Deane's revisionist view of the 
Centenary celebrations, Windschuttle complained , "[o]ne hundred years of 
stable and successful governments meant little compared to the [suggested] 
treatment meted out to the Aborigines."27 From this rhetoric, Aileen Moreton­
Robinson concluded that Windschuttle had his own agenda .28 She argued
that Windschuttle 
2 1 Humphrey McQueen, Aborigines, Race and Racism ( Harmondsworth, U.K. : Penguin, 1 974), 2.
22 Windschuttle, The Fabrication of Aboriginal Hist01y, 28. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid. 
25 Ibid. 
26 Ryan, ''Who is the Fabricator," 232.
27  Windschutt le. The Fabrication of Aboriginal Hist01y, I .  
28 Ai leen Moreton-Robinson, "The Whiteness of Windschuttle's Worries: Aboriginal History and the
National Character,'' in The Ideas Book, ed . L inda Carrol i (St Lucia, QLD. : University of Queensland 
Press, 2005), 5 1 -67. 
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asserts that the black armband view of history is an attack on the national 
character, which he needs to protect. He wants to preserve Austral ian history as a 
narrative of good, white men who conquered the continent, and through progress 
and development, made Austral ia what it is today: an egalitarian, tolerant and 
virtuous society in which mateship and a fair go prevai l .29
Ryan concurred , suggesting that Windschuttle has "his own political 
purposes."3° From Windschuttle's accusations of revisionists' bias in The
Fabrication of Aboriginal History, and subsequent criticisms of Windschuttle's 
own motivations, it has been demonstrated that historians' motivations and 
associations may come under scrutiny when writin g  about the Austra l ian 
frontier. 
Another common error that was identified in the work of the h istorians is 
quoting already m isquoted evidence. When one wel l-respected historian in 
the field has quoted a primary source, subsequent historians often simply rely 
on the cla ims made in the earl ier work.31 Windschuttle highl ighted several
occasions when the original reference has been erroneous, and has then 
been quoted time and again as established fact.32 Windschuttle argued that
revisionist historians 
have repeated numerous tales about v io lence done towards the Aborigines without 
questioning their veracity. These stories have been handed down to our own time 
where they form what now passes for the historical record.33
Windschuttle accused archaeolog ist Rhys Jones of record ing atrocities 
carried out on Aborigines "without saying where or when they happened or in 
what documentary sources he found evidence for them."34 Despite Jones'
lack of supporting evidence,  two authors have repeated his claims verbatim in 
30 Ryan, "Who is  the Fabricator," 23 5 .
J I  Windschutt le, The Fabrication of Aboriginal Hist01y, 40. 
Ji Ibid. 
33 Ibid. 
J4 Ibid., 4 1 . 
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books on modern Aboriginal politics. 35 As Windschuttle explained, "both
books cite the passage as credible evidence of what the British did in 
Tasmania and why a l l  Austral ian Aborigines deserve compensation, 
reparations, land rights and a treaty. "36 In contrast, on The Fabrication of
Aboriginal History Geoffrey Blainey stated, "with impressive thoroughness, 
Windschuttle inspects the diaries, newspapers and official  letters and reports 
cited by h istorians as their evidence, and often sees that evidence wither or 
change shape."37 Yet, Windschuttle's approach to primary sources has also
been criticised ,38 thus further highl ighting the importance of supporting one's
claims with rigorous arch ival research. 
The 'history wars' have highl ighted the need for historians to articulate any 
reasons that their presented evidence or sources cou ld be unrel iable. To do 
this it  is necessary to critical ly examine the motivations and possible u lterior 
motives of all players in h istory - particularly when their testimony supports 
the historian's argument. Windschuttle explored the motivations of players in 
history and accused the revisionist historians of neglecting this essential 
element of history. However, in some instances, Windschuttle declared with 
certainty what the motivations of eyewitnesses were. For the historian, this 
can be just as dangerous as omitting relevant commentary . In h is chapter 
entitled The Killing Fields of Risdon Cove: May 1804, Windschuttle addressed 
the accepted fact that sold iers killed "50 or so" Aborig ines at Risden Cove. 39
To do th is he examined the motives of each of the people who provided 
accounts of this event. In his analysis of one eyewitness Windschuttle 
concluded, "[the i nformant's] report is obviously that of a man trying to justify 
his actions. "40 In contrast, of another witness Windschuttle boldly claimed he
36 Ibid.. 4 1 -42. 
n Blainey, •'Native F iction ."  
38 Ryan, "Who is the Fabricator," 232.
39 W indschuttle, The Fabrication of Aboriginal Hist01y, 1 1 . 
40 Ibid. , 1 7. 
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"had no ostensible reason to downplay the confl ict. "41 There is a danger with
making statements such as these. From their position in the present, it is 
peri lous for the historian to assume a capacity to grasp and articulate the 
actual mindset and motivations of people in the past. Windschuttle wrote with 
authority when exploring others' motivations. Th is is potentia l ly as dangerous 
as not examin ing possible motivations - as the historian can never hope to 
understand fully the complexities and nuances of the personalities of 
historical fig ures. Rather, it is necessary for the historian only to highl ight 
potentia l  confl icts of interest, or potential  hidden motivations; not to declare 
with certa inty. 
Often the l im ited array of primary sources left for the historian is sketchy at 
best, and the historian is forced to use log ic, reasoning and intuition to 
complete a l ikely h istorical account. Georg lggers explained that while a 
history "proceeds from empirically val idated facts o r  events, it necessarily 
requires imaginative steps to place them in a coherent story. "42 Windschuttle
appeared to rely on both his own sense of logic and his basic i ntuition when 
piecing together evidence. To support his claim that a particular massacre 
d id not occur, Windschuttle suggested the absence of such an incident from a 
d iary is sufficient proof: 
If there had really been a large number of Aborigines ki l led at that time, they 
would have been buried or cremated on the spot and Knopwood would almost 
certainly have inspected the site on his  walk. He would also have spoken to 
somebody about a mass grave or a mass cremation, which would have been a 
remarkable occurrence in the colony at the time. In th is case, the complete 
absence from h is d iary of any such detai l is tel l ing.43
What Windschuttle presents in such a paragraph is not evidence . Instead , it is 
a series of Windschuttle's own deductions presented as a "tell i ng" situation . 
42 Georg G. lggers, Historiography in the Twentieth Century: From Scientific Objectivity to the Pas/modern
Challenge (Hanover, NH. : Wesleyan University Press, 1 997), 2.  
4 3  Windschutt le, The Fabrication of Aboriginal Hist01y, 1 9. 
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Simi larly, in  evaluating evidence, Windschuttle suggested a statement "rings 
very true"44 and then proceeded to argue the point with g reat authority.
Again, it is perilous for a historian to present personal  opinion or intuition as 
fact. Whilst historians endeavour to explore such issues, it is essentia l  to be 
cautious in how these deductions are presented in historical writing . 
The Austral ian 'h istory wars' highl ighted the chal lenge that faces 
historians regarding the choice to include or exclude pieces of evidence. I n  
h is  article entitled "Can H istory be  Objective?" Christopher Blake explained 
that the historian is forced to "select from the total information present to him 
in records of al l  kinds" and that inevitably, no matter how the historian justifies 
his choices, a "personal factor" must be involved .45 Simi larly, in his chapter on
objectivity in  the publ ication Knowledge and Explanation in History, R. F. 
Atkinson explained that "manifestly, it is impossible to write down al l  the true 
statements there are, even about a narrowly defi ned topic. Selection is 
inevitable . . .  how can selection be other than arbitrary and subjective?"46 With
a personal factor i nvolved in evidence selection, the h istorian is left open to 
criticism and accusations of bias. Therefore evidence selection is a critical 
task for the historian, which they may be cal led to justify, even decades later. 
Windschuttle was quick to accuse others of intentionally omitting evidence 
that does not support their argument. Following the publ ication of The 
Fabrication of Aboriginal History, he has been accused of the same offence .47
One of the main thrusts of Windschuttle's argument is that the I nd igenous 
people of Tasmania had no connection to land or sense of ownership of it.48
As evidence, he cla imed that there is no word relating to " land" recorded in 
any records of the Tasmanian Aboriginal languages.49 Reynolds found in
examining the same sources that Windschuttle quoted, numerous references 
45 Christopher B lake, "Can H istory Be Objective," Mind 62, no. 253 ( 1 955) : 6 1 .  
46 R. F .  Atkinson, Knowledge and Explanation in Hist01y: A n  Introduction to the Philosophy of HistOJ:V
(London : Macm il lan, 1 978), 69. 
47 Reynolds, "Terra Nul l ius Reborn," 1 1 3 .  
4 8  Windschuttle, The Fabrication of Aboriginal Hist01:v. I 03- 1 1 1 .
49 Ibid., 1 1 0.
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to "country" can be found , as a word meaning land . 50 Reynolds wrote of
Windschuttle :  
Is i t  possible that he actual ly consulted the Word List but d id not l ike what he 
saw? He l isted nine other Plomley works in his bibliography. If one were to adopt 
Windschuttle ' s  own v iew of things and employ his in im itable language, we would 
have to assume that this was one piece of information that he was 'careful to keep 
from' his readers.5 1
O n  another of Windschuttle's omissions, Reynolds commented, "that these 
incidents do not appear in The Fabrication of Aboriginal History should 
occasion no surprise" as, "they would complicate things" and , "make it much 
harder" for Windschuttle to make h is claims. 52 I n  discussing another of
Windschuttle's omissions, Reynolds accused him of, "d istortion effected by 
the suppression of vital evidence."53 I n  summary, Reynolds argued :
When it comes to assessing evidence, Windschuttle operates a system of filters. 
When the evidence incl ines one way, the finest fi lters are used to screen out 
almost everything of relevance. When it leans in the other direction, almost 
everything passes the checkpoint. 54 
As demonstrated by the rhetoric that emerged during the Austral ian 'h istory 
wars', it is essentia l  that the historian select evidence with caution and be 
prepared to justify those choices. 
I n  addition,  it is important for the h istorian to contextual ise the evidence 
they present adequately. Removing evidence from its orig inal context can 
lead to accusations of deliberately mislead ing readers. Reynolds exposed a 
prime example of this in Windschuttle's own work. O n  a particular quotation 
included in The Fabrication of Aboriginal History, Reynolds explained : 
Having adduced evidence for Aborig inal vengeance Windschuttle brings his 
quotation to an end. The point of termination is especial ly significant. The 
50 Reynolds, "Terra Nul l ius Reborn," 1 1 3 .
5 1 Ibid.
52 Reynolds, "Terra Nu l l ius Reborn," 1 20. 
53 Ibid. , 1 22. 
54 Ibid. , 1 33 .  
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[subsequent] unquoted passage explains what the comm ittee was actually 
referring to. 55 
By fai l ing to contextual ise evidence presented , Windschuttle undermined his 
own argument and exposed himself to criticism of del iberately misleading 
readers. 
I n  summary, the criticisms that emerged during the Austral ian 'history 
wars' have highl ighted key methodolog ical lessons for the twenty-first century 
historian writing about the Austral ian frontier. As demonstrated , these lessons 
include that falsified evidence can be exposed through footnotes, that 
vig i lance is needed in preparing footnoting to avoid errors and that footnotes 
must support the cla ims made. The discussions have also highl ighted the fact 
that historians' motivations and associations may come under scrutiny. Also , 
that historians should return to orig inal primary sou rces where possible to 
support claims and should critical ly analyse and d iscuss possible motivations 
of players in history, but not present personal deductions as fact. Lastly, the 
debate has h ighl ighted the need to provide adequate context for presented 
evidence.  The d iscussions that emerged during the Austral ian 'h istory wars' 
of the early twenty-first century clearly demonstrated the importance of these 
methodolog ical considerations for the Austral ian frontier historian.  
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4. PUSHING THE COLONIES' BOUNDS 
When Gregory Blaxland and Wil l iam Forster a rrived in the area now 
known as Gin Gin sometime in the late 1 840s, they were at the northern edge 
of the New South Wales frontier. As AT. Yarwood and M .J .  Knowling argued, 
unti l this time the Aborigines of Queensland had genera lly been unaffected by 
the spread of white settlement and had been "protected by a harsh climate 
from the ravages of white occupation. "1 Arthur Laurie suggested that the first
settlers were on the "frontier of civi l isation ,"2 however Blaxland and Forster
settled in the establ ished land of the Taribelang-Bunda people with in Gurang 
country.3 The Gurang territory extended from El l iott R iver to Gladstone in the
north and west beyond Mento and to the Auburn Range.4 From this broader
group, the Bunda and Taribelang inhabited land closest to Bundaberg .  5
Concern ing the Taribelang-Bunda people, local h istorian Nevi l le Rackemann 
claims that thousands of years ago 
a small band of these wandering hunters reached the banks of the River Burnett. 
The people cal led themselves the Taribelang (also spelt Daribalang), and by 
aboriginal standards, a permanent camp site was establ ished at what is now 
known as Mon Repos beach, 1 3km east of Bundaberg. As numbers increased, 
sub-tribes moved further inland . . .  One of the main subtribes was known as the 
Bunda.6
I n  1 974, l inguist Norman Tindale l isted the Taribelang tribe as having 
orig inal ly occupied 1 ,800 square miles, located within the "vicin ity of 
Bundaberg ;  in land to about Wal la ;  north to Rosedale;  along lower reaches of 
1 Yarwood and Knowling, Race Relations in Australia: A History, 1 9 1 .  
2 Laurie, "Early G in G in and the Blax land Tragedy," 709. 
3 "Indigenous Land Corporation Active in Queensland," FA/RA, 
http://www.faira.org.au/lrq/arch ives/ 1 99809/stories/Indigenous-land-corporation.htm (accessed 1 8  August 
2004). 
4 "Aboriginal Austral ia Map," Australian Institute for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies,
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-f3 
(accessed 1 8  August 2004).  
5 Ibid. 
6 Nevi l le Rackemann,  Neville Rackemann 's Historical Note Book: Bundaberg (Bundaberg, QLD. : Best
Books, 1 985) ,  1 1 . 
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Kolan River" and documented that they were "bel ieved extinct" with only 
"scant data"7 remain ing .
H istorian Tony Matthews suggested that a few convicts had already spent 
a significant amount of time with the Ind igenous people of the reg ion before 
explorers and surveyors reached the Wide Bay d istrict in the mid n ineteenth 
century.8 It is believed that a convict by the name of Davis fled from the
Moreton Bay (Brisbane) settlement in March 1 829, and that he travel led as far 
north as the Wide Bay River. 9 Davis fled a long with another prisoner named
John Downie, but Downie d id not survive very long,  having offended a local 
tribe's customs. 1 0 Matthew explained that
Davis though, became very m uch loved by the tribe, and l ived with them for 
fourteen years. He was known to them as "Duramboi", or Kangaroo Rat, for he 
was renowned amongst the tribes for his  agi l ity and speed. H is tribal chief was a 
grizzled warrior named "Pamby Pamby" of the Gin Gin Burra people. 1 1  
Perhaps the convicts gave the Ind igenous people of the reg ion some h int 
about the spread of white settlement that was to occur in the ensuing years. 
When convict transportation to Moreton Bay ceased in  1 839, 1 2  the colony 
looked to expand its territory. The government had previously restricted free 
settlement, but th is ban was removed in  February 1 842 when Governor Gipps 
proclaimed that, "all settlers and other free persons shal l  be at l iberty to 
proceed thither i n  l ike manner as to any other part of the colony. " 1 3  Fol lowing
7 Norman B .  Tindale, "Tindale's Catalogue of Australian Aboriginal Tribes: Taribelang," South Australia 
Museum, http://www.samuseum.sa.gov.au/tindale/HDMS/tindaletribes/taribelang.htm (accessed 1 6  August 
2005 ). 
8 Tony M atthews, This Dawning land (Spring H i l l ,  QLD. : Boolarong, 1 986), 1 8 . 
9 Ibid 1 0  IbidI I  Ibid12 .Janette Nolan, Bundaberg: History and People ( St Lucia, Q LD. : Un iversity of Queensland Press, 1 978). 
I .  
1 3 Gipps cited in Ibid., 2.
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Gipps' proclamation , a land rush began as pastoral ists with thousands of 
sheep poured north during the 1 840s searching for suitable pastures. 14
I n  May 1 842, Henry Stuart Russel l and Wi l l iam Orton travel led to what is 
now the Burnett d istrict, and together they explored the land west of Tiaro .  
Russell found the Mary River, which he named the Wide Bay River, and a lso 
d iscovered what is now the Burnett River. 1 5  However, during both of
Russel l 's expeditions in 1 842-43, he believed that he was on the Boyne 
River. 16 Fol lowing Russel l 's expeditions, in 1 846 Perry, a government
surveyor was sent to investigate the question of the Boyne River. 1 7  H is party
was unable to complete their journey due to heavy rain ,  but they reached 
what is now known as Ban Ban Springs, before they were forced to return . 18
In 1 847, J ames Charles Burnett, another surveyor was instructed to 
determine which river Russel l had found in  1 842. Burnett travel led to the 
place where he was forced to abort his first attempt and then pushed forward 
to a river east of the present-day town of Gayndah, fol lowed it downstream to 
about where Bundaberg is today, and then returned to Brisbane. I n  his next 
expedition, he proved that the "Boyne" was rea lly just another stream that 
flowed into the area now known as Port Curtis . The river was then named the 
Burnett to honour surveyor Burnett's work in putting to rest the river mystery, 
however one tributary of the Burnett is sti l l  cal led the Boyne, 19 explain ing why
there are presently two Boyne Rivers in Queensland. 
Despite managing to confuse the major waterways of the reg ion, Russel l 's 
explorations of 1 842 helped advance the frontier into the Wide Bay and Upper 
14 Glenvi l le P ike, Queensland Frontier (Adelaide : R igby, 1 978), 53 .
1 5Nolan, Bundaberg: History and People, 2.
16 Nevi l le Rackemann, A Century of Progress: Woongarra Shire 1885- 1985 (Bundaberg, QLD. :
Woongarra Sh ire Counci l ,  1 985), 4 .  
1 7  Burnett County Developm ent Council ,  Burnett Count1y: 150 Years (Bundaberg, QLD.  : McTaggarts,
1 999), 3 .  
1 8 ibid. 
1 9  D. K. Dignan, Economic and Social Development in the lower Burnett: 1840-1960, A Regional Study
with Special Reference to Ko/an Shire and the Gin Gin District ( MA Thesis, Universi ty of Queensland. 
1 962), 3 .  
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Burnett reg ions. Janette Nolan, in  the only substantial  h istory of Bundaberg , 
explained that in "discovering two substantial rivers he assured intending 
Pastoralists of sufficient surface water for their  flocks - a necessity in the time 
,.,
before artesian resources were tapped .20 Don Dignan observed that fol lowing
Russel l 's expeditions, 
the land-hungry squatters did not wait for further explorations. From the Dari ing 
Downs and Upper Brisbane River they pushed across the watershed to occupy the 
tributaries of the new river. The march of settlement was too rapid to perm it 
enumeration of all the pioneers. 21
By late 1 847 most of the Burnett country was occupied .22 In  Thomas Archer's
memoir, he recal ls a conversation about the settlers of the district: 
"I suppose the original settlers in Queensland were a very rough and uncu ltivated 
set of people?" said an i l l- informed Minister for the Colonies. "Yes," laughed 
Thomas Archer, "and I was one ofthem."23
Two settlers who joined this search for better g razing lands were Gregory 
Blaxland and Wil l iam Forster. They set out from the Clarence River district in 
northern New South Wales, a reg ion that had a lso seen many incidents of 
frontier violence. By 1 845 al l  of the good grazing land of the Richmond had 
been taken up,  stretching down to the Clarence River in the south .24 Louise
Daley, who wrote a history of the Richmond River district, believed that of 
primary importance to the pastoral ists was the establ ishment of "a law-abiding 
relationship with the two thousand Aborig ines who had l ived in the d istrict for 
thousands of years."25 But she also detai led how violent frontier confl ict
commenced i n  the district when hunting rights ,  sacred tribal places and laws 
were ignored which le'd to reta liation by loca l  Aborig ines.26 They often
20 Nolan, Bundaberg: Hist01y and People, 3 .2 1  Dignan, Economic and Social Development in the lower Burnett, 2.22 Pike, Queensland Frontier, 53 .2 3  Thomas Archer, Recollections of a Rambling life, ( Bowen Hi l ls, QLD. : Boolarong, 1 988), 3 .  
24 Louise Daley, Men and a River: Richmond River District 1828- 1895 (Carlton, V I C .  : Melbourne
University Press, 1 968), 43 .  
2 5  Ibid.26 Ibid. 
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attacked pastoral ists in reprisal for acts perpetrated aga inst them , but soon , 
"the squatters' sheep and cattle seemed to be their natural prey. "27
Gregory Blaxland was the youngest son of the famous Blue Mountains 
explorer of the same name. 28 Blaxland had establ ished a station on the New
England Plateau , which he l icensed on 1 6  May 1 840.29 Later, he moved
some of his cattle from this station to the Clarence River d istrict, where he 
took up a station beside his nephew Wil l iam Forster. 30 Nola Mackey
observed that soon after, Blaxland removed the remainder of his cattle from 
his New England property, 11possibly due to attacks by Aboriginals . "31 Mackey
continued , 11however, the Aborig ina ls were also causing much trouble on the 
Clarence River at that time including Blaxland's station . "32 It can only be
assumed that this trouble later contributed to Blaxland's decision to head 
north with Forster. 
Another g roup that eventually travel led to Gin Gin with Forster was the 
Pegg fami ly. The Peggs a rrived in Austral ia on 1 3  March 1 844 on the William 
Milcalfe. 33 The fami ly comprised Peter Pegg aged th i rty-three , his wife Sarah
aged thirty-four and their six chi ldren aged twelve through to the youngest 
aged two.34 At the time of his arrival in Austral ia ,  Peter Pegg was l isted as
being an agricultural labourer, a Protestant, and unable to read or write .35
Shortly fol lowing Peter Pegg 's arrival in Sydney, he came into the employ of 
Gregory Blaxland. On 1 9  March 1 844, Peter signed an agreement with 
28 Nolan, Bundaberg: Hist01y and People, 1 9. 
29 Nola Mackey, European Settlement in the Clarence River District before 1850 (Grafton, NSW. : Grafton
Fam i ly H istory Centre, 200 1 ), 1 28. 
30 Ibid. 
3 1 Ibid. 
32 Ibid. 
33 list of Immigrants per Ship William Milcalfe 1 844 (copy in the private col lection of Ray Coffey ). 
J4 Ibid. 
At the time of their arrival in Australia, the Pegg chi ldren were aged: Anne ( 1 2); Mary ( I  0); Peter Henry 
(8); John (6); Thomas (4); and Abraham (2). 
35 list of Immigrants per Ship William Milcalfe 1 844. 
- 28 -
Renee Coffey, H istory Honours Thesis, 2006 
Blaxland for £5 per annum plus rations of meat, flour, sugar and tea. 36 The
fol lowing year, whi lst working for Blaxland , Peter drowned and Sarah 
remained under the pastoralist's care, with two of her young sons gaining 
employment as shepherds. 37 Sarah and Peter's eldest daughter Mary
married another of Blaxland's workers, John Bla ir, on  1 6  August 1 847 in the 
Clarence River district. 38 Sarah ,  her chi ldren and Blair al l  travelled with
Blaxland and Forster when they left the Clarence River d istrict in search of 
better pastora l g rounds several years later. 39
Even before reaching the Wide Bay d istrict, Wil l iam Forster was wel l  
versed in confl ict with I ndigenous people. He was born on 1 6  October 1 8 1 8  
i n  Madras, l nd ia ,40 and had l ived with h is family i n  I nd ia ,  Wales and I reland
before moving to New South Wales in 1 829.41 Forster arrived in the Clarence
River district in  1 840, after Aborigines had d riven off some of his stock on the 
New England Plateau.42 One early settler from the area, T. Bawden ,
identified this  confl ict as "one of the first depredations of the blacks" in the 
d istrict.43 Nola Mackey explained that no sooner had Forster arrived in the
Clarence River district then "an Aborigi nal party attacked them at their camp 
and ki l led one of the shepherds, which is perhaps what led Forster to call his 
run Purgatory."44 Simi larly, Blaxland had named his run Pandemon ium .45
Bawden supported this claim when he commented on  the names of both 
Blaxland's and Forster's runs: 
36 Memorandum of Agreement between Gregory B laxland and Peter Pegg, 1 9  March 1 844 (copy in the 
private col lection of Ray Coffey). 
37 Nolan, Bundaberg: Hist01y and People, 2 1 .  
38 Marriage Certificate John Blair and Ma1y Pegg 1 847 (copy in the private col lection of Ray Coffey).
39 Tony Matthews, "Black War on the Gin Gin," Australasian Post, ( Melbourne), 1 9  January 1 984 . 
40 Bede Nairn, Australian Dictionary of Biography, vol . 4 1 85 1 - 1 890, ed. Douglas P ike ( Melbourne : 
Melbourne Un iversity Press, 1 974 ), 1 99. 
41 Mackey, European Settlement in the Clarence River District, 1 28.
42 Ibid. 
43 T. Bawden, The Bawden lectures: The First Fifty Years of Settlement on the Clarence, (Grafton, N SW. :
Clarence River H istorical Society, 1 973), 46. 
44 Mackey, European Settlement in the Clarence River District, 1 28. 
45 Bawden, The Bawden lectures, 1 33 .  
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Pandemonium l iteral ly means ' the abode of the demons' referring of course to the 
blacks, and Purgatory no doubt al luded to the sufferings Forster endured at their 
hands.46
Forster had not only been exposed to the violence of I nd igenous people , but 
he had also gained exposure to violence perpetrated by his fel low 
pastoral ists . Bawden identified Michael Skene as one of Forster's 
employees, al leging that Skene had "many encounters with the blacks" and 
that he had in fact "earned their respect and the name Myal l  Mickey."47
Bawden recounted that Skene, " is said to have kil led one blackfellow with a 
squaring axe."48 Forster's own reputation was marred by accusations over
treatment of Indigenous people . I n  an Australian Dictionary of Biography 
entry, Bede Nairn cla imed that Forster was appointed a Magistrate in ·1 842 
but was later removed from the l ists, "after a shooting incident in which an 
Aborig inal was wounded by Gregory Blaxland junior."49
It has been argued that it was the worsening situation with loca l 
I ndigenous people that forced Blaxland and Forster to head northward .  Daley 
observed that whi lst Forster and Blaxland were in the Clarence River d istrict: 
Shepherds were k i l led guarding their flocks in the lonely mountains, where the 
tribes were more savage and hundreds of sheep and cattle were slaughtered, unti I 
Wil liam Forster and Gregory Blaxland left the Clarence in d isgust and most of the 
other squatters and their station hands regarded the blacks as ' noxious an imals' 
and shot them when they cou ld.50
With the relationship with local Aborig ines worsen ing and promises of a better 
deal further north , Blaxland and Forster decided to embark on a journey. 
Dignan reasoned that the Moreton Bay Courier had carried an "immediate 
and ful l  account of Burnett's findings" and bel ieved , "as the paper circulated in  
49 Nairn. Australian DictionalJ' of Biography, 1 99. 
50Daley, Men and a River: Richmond River District, 43.
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the Northern Rivers, it is not surprising to find that Blaxland and Forster 
fol lowed hard on Burnett's heels. "51
There is some contention concerning the year that the party set out on 
their  journey and the year in which they reached the present site of Gin Gin .  
Some accounts place the establ ishment of Gin Gin station as early as 1 845, 52
which was certainly not possible as Wil l iam Forster married El iza Wal l  on 8 
April 1 846 in the Clarence River d istrict. 53 Whilst the date of settlement is not
officially recorded , there is consensus that Gin Gin station was one of the first 
settlements in the region, "one of the oldest in the Wide Bay d istrict. "54 Arthur
Laurie reasoned that G in  Gin station was establ ished no earl ier than 1 847: 
My assurance in making this statement l ies in the report made by J. C. Burnett, a 
surveyor-explorer who was commissioned by the New South Wales Government 
to trace the river Boyne on which stations had been formed only a few years 
previously . . .  he wrote a report of his activities to the Colonial Secretary, Deas­
Thompson, in Sydney. This letter was dated 13th Apri l 1 847, and the last 
paragraph says: No Stations have as yet been establ ished beyond latitude 26
degrees; this which is the northernmost is in latitude 1 6  1 48. I bel ieve, however, 
that much of the country I have been over wi l l  be taken up shortly. This 
statement convinces me that Gin Gin was not occupied previous to that date as 
Burnett would have known if there was any settlement north of that location.55 
Burnett's letter was dated 22 June 1 84 7 and publ ished in the New South 
Wales Government Gazette. 56 A cai rn erected in  1 959 in Gin Gin
commemorates "the pioneer settlers of this area Wil l iam Forster and Gregory 
-1�
Blaxland who took up GinGin [sic.] station in 1 849 7 is probably closer to
being accurate , although the party could have arrived some time in 1 848. 
Earlier historians have missed a convincing piece of i nformation that suggests 
5 1  Dignan, Economic and Social Development in the Lower Burnett, I 0.
52 Laurie, "Early G in Gin and the Blaxland Tragedy," 709. 
53 Sydney Morning Herald, I 0 Apri l ,  1 846.
54 Laurie. "Early G in Gin and the Blaxland Tragedy," 709. 
55 Ibid.. 7 1 0.
56 Ibid. 
57 Wording taken from a photograph in the private col lection of the author. 
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Blaxland did not depart any earlier than August 1 84 7. He was a recorded 
witness of the marriage of his employee John Blair and Mary Pegg on 1 6  
August 1 847 in  the Clarence River district, 58 providing evidence that the party
set off no earlier than that date. Other evidence exists in the records of the 
Court of Requests for the Grafton district. The Bench Books of the Court of 
Requests for the district of Grafton indicate that between 6 September and 1 
November 1 847 , the Courts heard a case on behalf of Wil l iam Forster.59 I n
the Forster v Coutts case, Forster complained that "on o r  about the month of 
September 1 846" the settler Coutts of Kangaroo Creek 
did wilfully and intentional ly cause a flock of his sheep to be driven and 
depastured on the run of the aforesaid Wm Forster: - that in  consequence the feed 
was eaten up and the cattle of the said Wm Forster dispersed; thereby causing . . .  
damage to the said Wm Forster amounting to ten pounds.60
The case was heard on 1 2  October 1 847, and the Bench Book indicates that 
Forster provided three witnesses, 0. Fry, E. Rogerson and M. Skeen , 
a lthough  it does not indicate whether Forster himself was present.61 Were
Forster present at the hearing of this case, it would indicate that he left no 
earlier than mid-October 1 847 . 
It is believed that the journey to Gin Gin from the Clarence River d istrict 
took approximately twelve months. 62 Tony Matthews described the journey
that Blaxland and Forster embarked on : 
Mr B laxland, in 1847 started out at the head of a party, of which Mrs. Pegg and 
her chi ldren were members, to d iscover new areas. The party moved off with 
10,000 sheep, 800 cattle and a number of horses, and after some twelve months' 
travel l ing and many trying and dangerous experiences, the present area of 
58 Marriage Certificate John Blair and Mary Pegg 1 84 7.
59 Bench Books, Court of Requests July 1847- February 1864 for the District of Grafton (A.0.N .S .W
record # 4/5565). 
60 Ibid.6 1  Ibid. 
62 Matthews, "Black War on the G in G in ."
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Bundaberg was struck. Movement however was continued, and a final halt made 
at Gin Gin where the present state was formed in 1 848.63
It has been suggested that d uring the last leg of their journey , the party 
crossed the future site of Bundaberg before they settled on Gin Gin Creek.  64
Tony Matthews asserted that once a site had been decided upon , Blaxland 
"bui lt his homestead and outbui ld ings within 1 00 metres of the tribal 
ceremonia l 'Bora' ring . "65 This was probably not a good start to the party's
relations with the local Indigenous people. However there are some 
suggestions that the party's first contact could have been amiable. In  the 
memoirs of pioneer Nugent Wade Broun,66 he recounts how the term Gin Gin
came about: 
Forster enquired of the blacks their name for the country, and waved his hand 
unconsciously in the direction of a large scrub on the opposite side of the creek. 
The blacks repl ied "CHIN CHIN", which in their  language meant "a scrub".67
There are many d ifferent versions of the origin of the name - many accounts 
detai led that Forster and Blaxland in itia l ly named the station Tirroan ,68
although this name does not appear in  the early reg isters of runs.69 I n  the
early 1 990s there was some controversy about the name Gin Gin ,  which 
sparked debate within the community about the name's orig ins.70 Nevi l le
Rackemann believed that the name Gin Gin derived from a simi lar name in  
Western Austral ia ,  from where the next owners of  the property, the Brown 
brothers, came. 71 Raphael Ci lento and Clem Lack suggested that Gin Gin
63 M atthews, "Black War on the G i n  G in."
64 Nolan ,  Bundaberg: History and People, 6.  
65  Matthews, "Black War on the G in G in." 
66 Someti mes spelt Brown, the spel l ing Broun is used here as i t  appears in his personal memoirs.
67 N ugent Wade Broun, Memoirs of a Queensland Pioneer (self publ ished, I 944) (John Oxley Library.
record # 33 1 8 1  ), 7. 
68 Laurie, "Early G in G in and the B laxland Tragedy," 7 1 1 .
69 Register of Runs for the Wide Bay District, (Queensland State Archives, record # CCL 3/5 , CL0/1 0).
70 A11icles appeared in the Bundaberg News-Mai/, I 0, 1 7, 2 1  December 1 993, 22 February 1 994, 24 March
1 994, 28 Apri l 1 994, Toowoomba Chronicle, 24 March 1 994, and Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton). 1 6  
December 1 993, fol lowing statements by some residents that the name G in G in should be changed under 
the newly approved Place Names Bill that was endorsed by Cabinet to al low the Lands Department to 
change place names deemed as discrim inatory or offensive. 
71 Nev i l le Rackemann, "Station Manager Recal ls Memories,'� Bundaberg News-Mail (copy in the col lection 
of Gin Gin H istorical Society) .  
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could have been derived from the I nd igenous word "Ku in Kuin" ,  meaning "red 
soi l . "72 This theory is supported by F. J. Watson's 1 950s publ ication entitled
Vocabularies of Four Representative Tribes of South Eastern Queensland. 73
It was not long before relations between the first settlers and the loca l 
Taribelang-Bunda tribe became hosti le. Writing in 1 908, in a reflection on the 
l ife of Abraham Pegg (the youngest of the Pegg chi ldren) ,  an unnamed author 
explained that when Blaxland 's party arrived in Gin Gin 
the blacks were numerous, and very daring in their attacks upon the newcomers 
who sought to divide possession of the country with them, and dai ly the small 
band carried their l ives in their own hands as they worked to erect su itable 
habitations and station equipment. 74
Pioneer folklore suggests that, "the blacks were so bad [that Sarah Pegg] 
used to stand in the slab hut with her gun pointing through a crack in the hut 
to shoot them if need be. "75 Soon after Blaxland and Forster arrived in Gin
Gin ,  other stations were established in the surround ing area , serving to 
further disrupt the l ives and traditions of the local I nd igenous people . Janette 
Nolan provides an  overview of this activity: 
A year later to the south of them,  Dr J and Archibald McMurdo Thompson 
establ ished themselves at Wal la on the Burnett River. The Landsborough 
brothers occupied Tenningering, south of Gin Gin around the Goodnight Scrub 
and Monduran, thirteen ki lometres north of Gin Gin on the Ko Ian River ( 1 850);  
Kolonga, taken up by J. B lackman also dates from that year. Further back in the 
Burnett range footh i l ls, George Rankin had formed Wonbah in 1 849 and to the 
northwest of this, around the headwaters of the Kolan River was Molangool.76
72 Raphael Ci lento and Clem Lack, Triumph in the Tropics: An Historical Sketch of Queensland ( Brisbane :
Smith and Paterson, 1 959), 36 1 .  
73 F .J . Watson. "Vocabularies of Four Representative Tribes of South Eastern Queensland," Journal of the
Royal Geographical Society of Australia (Queensland) XLVI I I ,  no.34 ( 1 95-) : 1 1 0 . 
74 Dai(v News ( Bundaberg), 1 6  May 1 908. 
75 Thelma Dix, "Kiddie's Korner," Bundaberg Daily News and Mail, December 1 928 (copy in the 
col lection of Gin Gin Historical Society). 
76 Nolan, Bundaberg: Hist01y and People, 6. 
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After the settlement of Walla station in 1 849, it is bel ieved that the 
"Aboriginals . . .  hung menacingly round both settlements."77 Even if the settlers
had not been exposed to frontier confl ict in their previous districts, they were 
soon in an incredibly volatile situation with the Indigenous population of the 
Wide Bay d istrict. Nugent Wade Broun reca l led , "the blacks were very bad in  
that district. The Wide Bay natives were a murderous tribe."78 Tony
Matthews reasoned : 
The Indigenous tribesmen resented this large invad ing colony. The massive 
flocks of sheep were eating down to its very roots, al l the grazing fodder which 
normally fed the kangaroo, and other game animals. The Aboriginals' natural 
game became scarce and more difficult to hunt.79
This intrusion onto the ceremonial and hunting grounds of the Taribelang­
Bunda people led to bloody confl ict. In h is publ ication Queensland Frontier, 
Glenvi l le Pike cla imed that, "the Aborigines who swarmed in  the area could 
not be trusted , a lthough Blaxland tried to make friends with them."80 In her
account, Nolan cited that prior to 1 853 twenty-eight squatters and shepherds 
had been ki l led in  the surrounding d istricts of Gayndah and Maryborough .81
Forster had witnessed simi lar violence in the New England and Clarence 
River districts before arriving at Gin Gin .  Upon reflection on these 
experiences, he believed that relations with Aborigi nal people went through  
several distinct phases and he  reported these to the New South Wales Select 
Committee in 1 86 1  : 
I think there are three stages. At first they are thoroughly wi ld, and at war with the 
whites though in appearance disposed to be civ i l  than otherwise; they do not 
commence their depredations until they understand our habits; then they reach 
another stage, which is a kind of open war; after which they reach a third stage, 
when they understand our superior power, and at the same time their predatory 
17 Daily News (Bundaberg), 1 6  May 1 908. 
78 Nugent Wade Broun, Memoirs of a Queensland Pioneer, 8.
7 9  Matthews, "Black War on the G in G in." 
80 Pike, Queensland Frontier, 53.
8 1 Nolan , Bundaberg: History and People, 1 9.
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habits are sti l l  in existence - they wi l l  carry on small depredations, and no doubt 
take lives at times, but their object is not to take l ife - it is not war. 82 
Once settlers had taken up stations, Aborig ines continued to carry out 
depredations against them - be it through  theft of flocks or the spearing of 
shepherds. 
Settlers responded to Aboriginal attacks by deal ing out their  own 
interpretation of justice. In the mid-nineteenth century, in the colony's most 
remote areas, the pastoral ist reigned supreme. Whi lst awaiting the 
establ ishment of a local police force and functional judicial system, 
pastora lists served as Justices of the Peace and wou ld form their own 
pun itive parties to deal out justice, especial ly when suspects were 
I nd igenous. Skinner explained : 
Group punishments of tribes in retal iation for murders and stock ki l lings were 
involved early in  the frontier policy of direct action, a pol icy which did not arise 
from any pecul iar viciousness in individuals. Brought about by the nature of the 
contact w ith tribesmen, it was general ly recognized as a means of establishing 
peace and order. The settlers considered they had a right to take "protective 
measures" in defence of thei r  property and l ives. If the government could not 
afford to protect them, they thought they were entitled to take the law into their 
own hands. 83 
However by the late 1 830s, settlers embarking on punitive expeditions had 
learnt to keep any wi lfu l  deaths of Aborigines qu iet. I n  response to increased 
Aboriginal deaths in the colony's furtherest reaches, Governor Gipps 
proclaimed on 21  May 1 839: 
As human beings partaking of our common nature - as the Aboriginal possessors 
of the soi l from which the wealth of the country has been principal ly derived -
and as subjects of the Queen, whose authority extends over every part of New 
82 New South Wales Votes and Proceedings 1 ( 1 856-57) Select Committee on the Native Police Force. 
1 207. 83 Skinner, Police of the Pastora/is! Frontier, 4. 
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Hol land - the Natives of the colony have an equal right with the people of 
European origin to the protection and assistance of the Law of England.84
Following this proclamation , the wi lful k i l l ing of Aborig i nes was expressly 
forbidden . In add ition ,  the public were a lso informed that an inquest or 
enquiry would be held into each incident where an Aboriginal inhabitant had 
come to a violent death due to interaction with settlers .85 In the early 1 840s,
seven white men were- hanged for the Myal l  Creek massacre of Aborig ines in 
Northern New South Wales.86 As a result Tony Matthews argued that,
"depredations aga inst the natives became closely guarded secrets . "87
Yarwood and Knowling similarly argued :  
One tragic result of  Governor Gipps's determination to  hang the Myal l Creek 
murderers was that frontiersmen began to use more stealthy methods of dealing 
with Aborigines. 88
Skinner explained that the government's stance was seen as far removed 
from the real ity of frontier l ife: 
Despite the humane pol icy of the British government and equal ity of European 
and Aborigine under the law, the settlers on the frontier considered these 
objectives were impractical, caused by inexperience and distance from the facts, 
and proposed by people who knew nothing about the settlers' d ifficulties.89
So while the colony's frontier rol led northward and violent i nteractions 
between Aborig ines and settlers escalated , the settlers learnt to keep such 
i ncidents quiet for fear of punishment. 
Under this system, clashes between settlers and Aborig ines worsened . 
Settlers of the Wide Bay district began to demand that the government afford 
them protection through a Native Police Force.90 I n  the far reaches of the
colony that soon became Queensland,  the Native Mounted Police were 
84 Governor Gipps cited in Daley ,  Men and a River, 43 .
85 Skinner, Police of the Pastoral Frontier, 6. 
86 Matthews, "Black War on the Gin G in." 
87 Ibid .
88 Yarwood and Knowling, Race Relations in Australia, 1 95 .
89 Skinner, Police of the Pastoral Frontier, 7.
90 Ibid., 1 2. 
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introduced in the late 1 840s to address this problem . Janette Nolan 
explained : 
As the pastoral frontier rol led north, what is now Queensland inherited the Native 
Pol ice as the means of native administration. A small m i l itary detachment had 
been stationed at Hel idon, on the road to the Darl ing Downs, for three years in the 
1 840s and had managed to bring order to this area. However, as the pastoral 
occupation quickly outstripped official jurisdiction, some more permanent answer 
to worsening Aboriginal-white relations was needed . In 1 848 Burnett and 
Condamine settlers became the first (in what i s  now modern Queensland) to be 
afforded the protection of this  force staffed by native troopers under white 
officers. 9 1  
With the new Native Pol ice Force only servicing a small area , settlers in many 
areas continued to be a force of their own . 
With the colony's boundaries being pushed forward so rapidly and 
pastoralists invad ing the traditional hunting grounds and sacred sites of 
I nd igenous people ,  it is not surprising that Blaxland and Forster encountered 
even more violence fol lowing the establ ishment of the ir station at Gin Gin. 
<> I  Nolan, Bundaberg: History and People, 20. 
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5. FRONTI E R  VIOLENCE AT GIN GIN
It was not long after Blaxland and Forster's group arrived in Gin Gin ,  that 
relations with the Taribelang-Bunda people became incred ibly hosti le. 
Fol lowing the drowning death of their father in the Clarence River district, the 
two eldest Pegg boys , John and Peter, travelled to Gin Gin with their  mother 
and came i nto the employ of Blaxland as shepherds on the station. 1 I n  1 849
John and Peter were aged twelve and fourteen years respectively,2 and
despite their young age the two boys soon became the first victims in the 
frontier confl ict of the new homestead .3 Arthur Laurie recounted the boys'
death : 
The blacks made sporadic attacks on the shepherds whenever they saw an 
opportunity, and often broke up the flocks which suited them to get a feast of 
mutton . . .  The first real tragedy occurred on 4th June 1 849, when the two Pegg
brothers were ki l led a few m i les from the station.4 
Clem Lack provided further detai ls on the death of the boys in an article 
publ ished in the Bundaberg News-Mai/ in 1 967, although he does not cite 
where he obtained his information : 
One morning in June 1 849, two teen-age sons of Mrs Pegg were shepherd ing a 
couple of mi les from the homestead when a group of myal ls raced out of the bush 
and cut them off. They were armed, but were so taken by surprise that they had 
no chance to fire a shot. Their bodies were recovered a couple of hours later. 
They had been speared to death by their attackers who had driven off half the 
flock.5 
The spearing of the Pegg brothers represented a common start in most 
stories about confl ict with local I nd igenous people. Winifred Cowin in her 
thesis entitled European-Aboriginal Relations in Early Queensland argued 
1 Nolan, Bundaberg: Hist01y and People, 2 1 . 
2 list of Immigrants per Ship William Milcalfe J 844.
3 Nolan. Bundaberg: History and People, 2 1 .  
4 Laurie, "Early Gin G in and the B laxland Tragedy," 7 1 2. 
5 C lem Lack, "The Tragedy of Tirroan Station: Slaughter of the Aboriginals," Bundaberg News-Mail
Centenm:v Supplement, 23 May 1 967. 
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that the "practice of having isolated shepherds and hut keepers on the runs, 
which were general ly undermanned , served to aggravate encounters with the 
blacks."6 Having lost their father only recently, it could be assumed that many
of the men on the station , including both Blaxland and Forster would have 
fostered a close paternal relationship with the boys. Rackemann argued that 
"even the easygoing Blaxland was forced to use a heavy hand" with the 
Aborigines i n  response to this attack. 7 Blaxland is said to have been adamant
to avenge the boys' death and to "teach the tribe a lesson. "8
Upon hearing the news of the boys' violent death , Blaxland gathered a 
large punitive party from h is and surrounding stations, 9 including the
Thompson brothers, who had taken up Walla station on the Burnett River 
about fourteen mi les away. 1 0 Lack cla imed that there were "more than fifty
wel l-armed and wel l-mounted men" that "took the trai l  of vengeance. "1 1  It is
bel ieved that the group travelled down the Burnett and caught up with a group 
of Aborigines camped on the future site of Gibson 's Cedars Estate. 12 Some
reports cla im that the group used Aboriginal trackers to "track the savages 
who had travelled in  the d irection of the coast," 1 3  however with no witnesses
to the deaths of the Pegg brothers it would have been impossible for the 
pun itive expedition to determine whether the group they encountered were 
responsib le for the deaths. Regard less, Forster a nd Blaxland had come 
across a group of Aborigines and they wanted revenge, so they attacked the 
camp. The younger brother of the two shepherds, Abraham Pegg ,  is reported 
to have said that a 'sound thrashing'  was dealt out in punishment. 14 I n  Arthur
Laurie's account, he provided specific detai ls about that day: 
6 Winifred Cowin, European-Aboriginal Relations in Early Queensland, 1859-97, (Honours Thesis,
University of Queensland, Brisbane, 1 950), 3. 
7Rackem ann, Neville Rackemann 's Historical Note Book, 23.
8 Dignan. Economic and Social Development in the Lower Burnett, 1 1 .
9 Nolan, Bundaberg: History and People, 2 1 .1 0  Laurie. "Early G in Gin and the Blaxland Tragedy," 7 1 2.1 1  Clem Lack, "The Tragedy of Tirroan Station: S laughter of the Aboriginals," 2.1 2  Nolan , Bundaberg: History and People, 2 1 .1 3 Laurie, "Early Gin Gin and the B laxland Tragedy," 7 1 2. 
14 Nolan, Bundaberg: Hist01y and People, 2 1 .  
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They caught up with them about fourteen mi les from Gin Gin at a place now 
known as the Cedars, which is now part of Gibson Howes' sugar plantation at 
Bingera. This locality was then scrub land and Blaxland and his party took up 
positions su itable for an attack. The blacks were shown no mercy, but it is on 
record by Blaxland himself, and also by a younger brother of the victims, 
Abraham Pegg, who was an eye witness, that the blacks put up a mighty fight 
against the firearms of the whites, they of course having no better weapons than 
spears. 1 5
It can be said with some certainty that on that day, Blaxland and his party 
carried out a massacre of I ndigenous people. Lack wrote: 
More than 100 myal ls were asleep, gorged with roast mutton, in groups around 
the ashes of burnt-out fires . . .  The affray was one of the bloodiest in Queensland 
frontier h istory, although no white man was kil led. Many of the aborigines 
escaped by plunging into the Burnett . . .  some were picked off by marksmen and 
sank beneath the surface. 1 6
I t . is bel ieved that over sixty years later ploughman were working the fields at 
the Cedars and uncovered stone weapons and the remains of many people 
bel ieved murdered on that day. 1 7 Reynolds explained that a massacre l ike
that at the Cedars would have "stunned" local Aborigines, who were used to a 
more balanced approach to revenge ki l l ings .  Reynolds wrote of such 
massacres executed to end confl ict "once and for al l" :  
The v iolence must have appeared both totally d isproportionate and ind iscriminate, 
sweeping away individuals and sometimes whole local groups who/{ha§, not 
necessari ly been involved in attacks on the settlers." 1 8
I n  contrast, for the pastora l ists of the time it would have seemed both a 
natural and justified response. Raymond Evans quoted an article published 
in Blackwoods Magazine in  1 852, which described the view of Aborig ines who 
"stood in the way of Western progress": 
1 5  Laurie, "Early Gin Gin and the Blaxland Tragedy," 7 1 2.1 6  Lack, .. The Tragedy of Tirroan Station : S laughter of the Aboriginals," 2. 
1 7 Laurie, "Early G in Gin and the Blaxland Tragedy," 7 1 2.
1 8 Reynolds, The Other Side of the Frontier, 77.
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Extermination is then the word - wholesale massacres of men, women and 
chi ldren . . .  These terrible razzias occurring in  the remote back sett lements and 
pastures, are for the most part ignored by the local authorities - crown land 
commissioners, pol ice magistrates, and others, or e lse considered justifiable 
negrocide. 1 9  
Despite the horrific massacre at  the Cedars being wel l  establ ished as part of 
this story, in 1 992 the great g rand-nephew of the Peg g  boys sponsored and 
unvei led a monument in honour of the two brothers who were "speared to 
death by Aborig ines."20 At that ceremony, attended by many descendents of
the Pegg fami ly ,  no mention was made of the mass k i l l ing of Aborig ines at the 
Cedars that their ancestors perpetrated . 
A few months after the massacre at the Cedars ,  it is believed that the 
Taribelang-Bunda tribe returned to Gin Gin "seemingly showing no 
resentment. "21 I n  his book Aborigines Im ao/onists, Reece argued that this
was common and that " remnants of the tribes 'dispersed' by punitive 
expeditions" often returned to the stations.22 Tony Matthews detai led that
fol lowing the massacre at the Cedars: 
The survivors eventually straggled back to their  desecrated homelands, apparently 
subdued and civ i l .  Blaxland accepted this with calm superiority and benign 
understand ing, al lowing them to stay.23
I n  some accounts of the return of the tribe, authors included _references to the 
men of the station having provided g ifts to the tribe in order to "foster 
goodwi l l . "24 Blaxland is bel ieved to have suppl ied the tribe with beef and
stores, "despite their  maiming of an old shepherd ."25 Clem Lack and Harry
1 9  "Residence and Rambles in Austral ia," Blackwoods Magazine, 72, September 1 852, 304; cited in 
Raymond Evans, Kay Saunders and Kathryn Cronin, "Keep White the Strain," Race Relations in Colonial 
Queensland (St. Lucia, QLD. : U niversity of Queensland Press, 1 988), 1 7. 20 The author attended the unvei l ing ceremony along with other descendents of the Pegg fam ily on 7 June 
1 992, in G in Gin .  
2 1 Nolan . Bundaberg: Hist01y and People, 22.2 2  Reece, Aborigines and Colonists, 4. 
23 Matthews. ''Black War on the Gin  G in ." 
24 Nolan, Bundaberg: Hist01:v and People, 22.
25 Dignan, Economic and Social Development in the lower Burnett, 1 1 .
- 42 -
Renee Coffey, History Honours Thesis, 2006 
Stafford explained that "a flock of sheep was raided and an old shepherd 
attacked and maimed, h is assai lants being d riven off before they could 
complete the ki l l ing . "26 It  is bel ieved that the pastoral ists "took no pun itive
action ,  hoping to win the aborig incy1s, goodwi l l  by kindly treatment and
forbearance."27 Further detai ls of this incident are not avai lable and it is
usual ly only ever mentioned briefly in accounts. The motivations of the tribe 
returning to the station are unknown , although the events that fol lowed later 
drew suspicion on their motivations. 
One afternoon in  August 1 850, Forster noticed that Blaxland was missing 
from the station and soon held grave fears for his safety. I t  was not long 
before Blaxland's corpse was discovered on the bank of the Gin Gin creek 
and by the marks on his body it was assumed that he had been murdered by 
local Aborigines. 28 Some earlier accounts l ist Blaxland as having been ki l led
as early as 1 845,29 however documentary evidence proves otherwise. There
are only a few primary sources that relate to the death of Blaxland . On 22 
August 1 850, a warrant was issued by magistrate Maurice O'Connell to 
apprehend those who it was believed murdered Blaxland .30 The warrant
requested the apprehension of .four Aborig ines: Neddy; Jacky Jacky; Jonny; 
Nosy; and Boomer for, "aid ing and abetting in the murder of the late Gregory 
Blaxland . "31 Once issued , the warrant provided the Native Police officers with
a legal basis for their chosen course of action, however no official action was 
taken for quite some time. 32 Another source from the time that detai led
Blaxland's death appeared in the Moreton Bay Courier on 31 August 1 850: 
26 Clem Lack and Harry Stafford, The Rifle and the Spear (Brisbane : Fortitude Press, 1 965), 76 . 
27 Herbert B loxsome, The Early Settlement of the Burnett River District of Queensland (self-published. date
unknown ) (John Oxley Library, record # 69049), 1 09. 
28 Moreton Bay Courier. 3 1  August 1 850. 
29 ·'Recol lections of the Burnett: Gin G in and Monduran," publ ication unknown, 1 8  Apri l 1 93 1  (original 
article in the co l lection of the Gin Gin H istorical Society). 
30 Skinner, Police of the Pastoralist Frontier, 227.
J I  Ibid. 
32 Ibid. 
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MURDER BY THE BLACKS - It is our melancholy task to record the murder of 
Mr. Gregory B laxland, of the firm of Forster and Blaxland, by the aboriginal 
natives of the Burnett d i strict. The only particulars at present known have been 
communicated in a letter to a gentleman in Brisbane. It appears that the body of 
the deceased was d iscovered by his servants within  two hundred yards of his head 
station ; spear wounds and other marks of violence showing clearly that the 
unfortunate gentleman had met h is death from the hands of the native blacks. 
Captain O'Connell ,  Commissioner of Crown Lands for the district, held an 
investigation, and came to the conclusion that the deceased had been 
treacherously murdered by the natives. Only a few numbers back we al luded to 
the probabi l ity of some such terrible catastrophe as this  resu lting from the 
continued absence of the Native Pol ice. 33
A later pioneer from the area , Nugent Wade Broun also wrote about 
Blaxland's death . Broun would have heard about that day d irectly from those 
who were present: 
In August 1850 Gregory Blaxland was kil led. He was m issed from the "hut' and 
when it was d iscovered that he had not taken h is revolver it was feared he had 
been murdered. Forster and John Blair the sheep overseer went in search and 
d iscovered his body on the bed of the creek. There was evidence to show that he 
had been struck on the head from behind by a blackfel low's  nul la nul la.34
These are several of the only remaining pieces of evidence from the time that 
provide any evidence about Blaxland's death in 1 850. The scarcity of this 
i nformation is contrasted by the abundance of secondary l iterature that 
purports to provide great detai l  about Blaxland's death . Don Dignan 
commented on the d iverse accounts avai lable on Blaxland's death : 
Various legendary detai ls surround the circumstances of his death. Henry Stuart 
Russe l l  says that he was taking sheep to water; others say that he was fi I I  ing water 
containers; some say that a half-domesticated aboriginal boy lured him to the 
33 Moreton Bay Courier, 3 1  August 1 850. 
34 Broun, Memoirs of a Queensland Pioneer, 8.
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creek to extricate sheep, he said were bogged; others say that the boy himself slew 
the pioneer.35
I n  examining this l iterature; from jubi lee brochures, newspaper and magazine 
articles to history books , the role of myth and story-tel l i ng becomes central .  
The brutal death of a district's pioneer a t  the hands of  hosti le natives attracts 
publ ic attention, even 1 50 years after the fact. People are intrigued by what 
l ittle detai ls are avai lable about Blaxland 's death and where information is 
absent, myth appears to have fi l led the si lences. 
The accounts of Blaxland's death vary greatly, with some authors 
providing on ly a brief description of events, l ike that provided by Janette 
Nolan,  "Blaxland met his death in 1 850 when he was nul la-nullaed within 
1 83m of the head station ."36 Contrast this with one of the most dramatised
accounts of Blaxland's death , that of Jean Bul l  in a 1 959 article publ ished in 
Queensland Country Life. Bul l  attempted to write the death of Blaxland as a 
captivating narrative: 
The stockman looked up quickly as a young man hastened round the corner of the 
hut. "Tom, have you seen my uncle anywhere?" the newcomer asked anxiously, 
but the man shook his head. "No, Mr. Forster. Last time I saw Mr. Blaxland he 
was going down to the creek to get water, but that's some time ago." He stopped 
as the other's  face whitened. "You don't think . . .  the b lacks?" . . .  "I don't know. 
But he' s  missing. And there' s not a black in sight ! Cal l the other men . We must 
look for him !" Within  a short distance of the huts the searchers came upon the 
body of the m issing man, the marks of spears and nu I la nul las leav ing no doubt as 
to how he d ied.37
Other accounts of Blaxland's death aren't as dramatised , but they do vary in 
both their tone and content. 
35 Dignan, Economic and Social Development in the lower Burnett, I I . 
36 Nolan, Bundaberg: History and People, 22.
37 Jean Bull, "Gin G in Station- and its early tragedy," Queensland Count1y Life, 06 August 1 959 (copy held
in John Oxley Library). 
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Most accounts of Blaxland 's death , including the few primary sources 
include reference to Blaxland's body being d iscovered near Gin Gin creek. 38 I t  
is not surprising then that a common thread of many subsequent tel l ings 
involves h im going to fetch water from the creek immediately prior to his 
death . In 1 951 , the Agricultural Pastoral & I ndustrial Society of Gin G in 's 
Jubilee Year Brochure summarises the death as, "Blaxland was murdered by 
blacks while fi l l ing water containers in  Gin Gin Creek."39 Th is quote appears
to have been taken d irectly from a newspaper article written in 1 93040 that
was repeated almost verbatim in an article published the fol lowing year.41 So
wh� the element of col lecting water probably arose through one author's
oWA deductions, it has infi ltrated the legend and formed part of the myth . 
Some accounts expla in  that whi lst fetching water, a young male Aborig ine , 
often described as his 'blackboy , '  set upon Blaxland . Lack explained that 
Blaxland 
was betrayed by Jemmy, a young aboriginal employed in the kitchen at 
Tirroan . . .  Blaxland had treated him with kindness and bel ieved him to be faithful .  
One of Jemmy's tasks was to carry water from the creek. On the fatal morn ing, 
he lured Blaxland to the creek with a cry for help. Hearing Jemmy yel l  "Boss, 
come quick". Blaxland ran to the creek, bel ieving Jemmy had been waylaid by 
skulking aborigines. As he reached the creek bank he paused a moment beyond 
the screen of trees, he could see nothira.g of Jemmy. Puzzled he stood irresolute·. 
At that moment, Jemmy and other aborigines, who had been crouch ing hidden in 
the trees, rushed from concealment and sprang swiftly.42
It is interesting to note that Jemmy is not included on the warrant issued in  
1 850,43 and although often referred to , he is  not named in other accounts .  In
38 Bloxsome, The Ear(v Selllement of the Burnett River District of Queensland, J 09.
:iq Gin G in AP&I Society, Jubilee Year Brochure (Bundaberg, QLD. : Gin Gin A P&I Society, 1 95 1  ). 
40 Bunda berg Daily Times, 1 3  June 1 930 (original article in the col lection of the Gin Gin H istorical 
Society). 
4 1  "'Recol lections of the Burnett: Gin G in and Monduran." 
42 Lack, "'The Tragedy of Tirroan Station : S laughter of the Aboriginals," 2.
43 Skinner, Police of the Pastora/is! Frontier, 227. 
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another account, the Indigenous boy is cal led "Bunce."44 It is possible that th is
element of the story emerged through a common frontier myth of the time. 
Reynolds explained that 
frontier folklore was replete with the settlers' experiences, prejud ices and fears. 
One of the most commonly told stories was of a squatter and his faithful blackboy 
who had been together for many years. One day the squatter was walking in front 
of the Aborigi ne - some versions have him bending down to drink from a stream 
and seeing h is  ' boy's' reflection in the water - when he sudden ly turned and 
found the black about to strike him with an axe. When � isarmed and 
appropriately chastised the ' boy' explained that when he walked behind a white 
man he was overwhelmed by an uncontrollable urge to kil l ;  it was even more 
compulsive if the European bent down. Then actual words attributed to the � boy' 
vary somewhat. One version has h im saying: "Boss never do so again. Close up I 
have to ki l l  you. What makes me what I no savvy. The story appeared in print at 
least as early as the 1 880s and was repeated many times. 45 
The sim ilarity of his frontier legend to Lack's character of Jemmy is striking . 
Many other authors have mentioned the story that Blaxland's "boy" was 
involved in h is death , perhaps indicating that the story of Blaxland's death has 
over time been confused with a common frontier myth. 
I n  the early 1 980s, there was controversy concerning the inscription that 
appears on a commemorative cairn in Gin Gin .46 In a 1 983 article entitled
"Records Uphold Inscription" publ ished in the Bundaberg News-Mail, local 
Bundaberg h istorian Ron Harvey explained that the Kolan Shire Council had 
come under fire from local I nd igenous lobbyists concerning the word ing of the 
plaque which makes reference to Blaxland being , "murdered by hosti le 
blacks."47 Ron Harvey concluded, "Historical records confirm ind isputably
that the Kolan pioneering settler Gregory Blaxland , was ki l led by 'hosti le 
44  Bloxsome, The Early Settlement of the Burnett River District of Queensland, 1 1 5 . 
45 Reynolds, Frontier, 77. 
46 Ron H arvey, ''Records uphold inscription : Cairn reference to Kolan p ioneer ki l l ing/' Bundaberg News­
Mail, 1 3  September 1 983 .  
47 Ibid. 
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blacks' in August, 1 850. "48 Harvey was carefu l not to repeat the word
'murdered '  in h is declaration ,  as "the use of the word 'murdered' is 
unwarranted in a strictly legal sense."49 For a homicide to be deemed a
murder it must be determined that the death was premeditated. Additionally, 
whilst a warrant was issued for the arrest of several Aboriginal men ,  none 
were apprehended, trial led or convicted for the murder of Blaxland. 
There is some sound evidence that supports the cla im that the Aborigines 
may have returned to Gin Gin station to exact revenge on Blaxland for the 
massacre that occurred at the Cedars. Arthur Laurie bel ieved that the blacks 
"no doubt . . .  were awaiting another opportunity for revenge."50 Similarly i n
Tony Matthew's article, he argued that events may have rested after the 
massacre at the Cedars, "had it not been for the native survivors' desire for 
revenge. "51 In Henry Reynolds' The Other Side of the Frontier, he d iscussed
the role of revenge in traditional Austral ian I nd igenous culture. Reynolds 
explained that 
revenge ki l l ing was . . .  related very closely to the domi nant ethic of reciprocity. I t  
was the means of restoring a status quo upset by prior death or injury; of 
reasserting the balance of rights and obl igations.52
Reynolds quoted American anthropologist Lloyd-Warner's explanation of this 
occurrence in  another Austral ian Aborigi nal tribe : 
The fundamental principle underlying al l the causes of Murngin warfare is that of 
reciprocity; if harm had been done to an individual or a group, it is felt by the 
injured people that they must repay the ones who have harmed them by an injury 
that at least equals the one they have suffered.53
If the local I nd igenous people desired revenge for the massacre at the 
Cedars, Blaxland may have been a suitable target of this mal ice . Laurie 
so Laurie . .. Early G in Gin and the Blaxland Tragedy," 7 1 2. 
s i  Matthews, "Black War on the Gin G in." 
52 Reynolds, The Other Side of the Frontier, 72. 
53 Lloyd-Warner cited in Reynolds, The Other Side of the Frontier, 72. 
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reasoned , " Blaxland would be regarded as their chief enemy as al l  actiqos... 
against the b lacks was d irected by h im.  "54 Although other historians bel ieve
Forster would have been a more appropriate target. 55 The intention of the
local Ind igenous people wi l l  probably never be known , although there is an 
unrecorded version of events that some members of the Taribelang-Bunda 
people support. 
This version of Blaxland's death is believed to have been handed down 
amongst the Taribelang-Bunda people for the last one hundred and fifty 
years .  Tony Jefferies, the historian of the Gurang Land Counci l ,  referred to 
this type of knowledge as " internal" as it "flows organ ical ly within Aboriginal  
society from generation to generation."56 Whi lst non- Indigenous historians
have specu lated that the tribe was intent on revenge for the Cedars' 
massacre , none have asked whether Blaxland could have infl icted some 
other injury against the Taribelang-Bunda people that made him a target for a 
reprisal ki l l ing . Although unrecorded , some members of the Gin Gin 
community bel ieve that after the establishment of h is station , Blaxland began 
to interfere sexual ly with the local I nd igenous ch i ldren. It has been suggested 
that Blaxland's actions angered the group, and a suitable punishment was 
determined within  the tribe and meted out. An in itiate of the Taribelang­
Bunda people claimed that the circumstances surrounding Blaxland's death 
clearly demonstrate the Ind igenous people's intent. 57 It  is bel ieved and
documented i n  many accounts that Blaxland was kil led by nul la nul la ,  rather 
than by spear. Some bel ieve that the type of weapon used to ki l l  Blaxland 
indicates that his ki l lers were female members of the tribe, rather than male 
such as those who speared the young shepherd boys. In many accounts, 
Blaxland's body is reported to have been found stuffed in  a hol low tree log . 58
54 Laurie. "Early Gin Gin and the Blaxland Tragedy," 7 1 3 . 
55 Rackemann, "Murder Draws Speculation." 
56 Tony Jefferies, "The Role of Research in  Native Title," GLC(AC) News 1 1  (June 2005) : 9 .  
51 The interviewee has expressly asked not to be named in th is paper. 
58 In many versions of Blaxland 's death, his body is reported to have been discovered in, under or beh ind a 
hol low log. See Lack, "The Tragedy of Tirroan Station : Slaughter of the Aboriginals," 2; and Nevi l le 
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It has been suggested that the women of the tribe ki l led Blaxland in protection 
of the chi ldren , and that h is body was defi led in such a way to show further 
d isrespect to him . Whi lst some historians view Aborig inal oral h istory as 
"suspect, "59 and at times "worthless," it is important to acknowledge that th is
" internal knowledge" is 
transm itted generational ly, specifically relating to people's forebears and 
contemporary relationships, to country, to tribal origin and identity, to fam i ly 
history, to cu ltural h istory, to language and so on.60
Without d iscussing at length the accuracy of Aborig inal  oral histories, it can 
be said that their oral  tradition holds at least as much va lue as the oral 
h istories, local legends and frontier folklore of the non-Indigenous population 
of the reg ion . As such, these accusations are worthy of examination . 
Many historians have claimed that the Aborigines returned to Gin Gin 
station to carry out their plans of revenge for the murders that occurred at the 
Cedars. L. E. Skinner wrote of Indigenous violence that 
often, the spark which caused a v iolent clash between the two groups was the act 
or om ission of some responsible ind ividual, a broken promise, some unmerited 
abuse, a careless relationship, often springing from ignorance, greed, fear, 
revenge, or host i i  ity. 6 1
I n  The Other Side of the Frontier, Reynolds explained that throughout 
Austral ia ,  Aborig ines would usual ly adopt a " l ife for a l ife" approach to 
revenge kil l ings and that they would usual ly execute a form of revenge 
proportionate to the orig i nal offence.62 In which case, the murder of a single
pastoralist in response to the mass murder of their kinsmen seems 
unbalanced. Even if Blaxland was kil led in  retal iation for the massacre at the 
Cedars, it is i nteresting that he was the target of their hosti l ity rather than 
Rackemann, "Murder Draws Specu lation," Bundaberg News-Mai/, 26 Decem ber l 987; for two such
exumples.  
S 'l  Tony Jefferies, "The Role of Research in Native Tit le." 9. 60 Ibid. 
6 1 Skinner. Police of the Pastoral Frontier, 3 .
6 2  Reynolds, The Other Side of the Frontier, 74. 
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Forster. Rackemann questioned th is decis ion in an article published in the 
Bundaberg News-Mail: 
Why Blaxland? Not wishing anyth ing against Forster, but if he had been the one 
singled out for a revenge ki l l ing, it could possibly have been understood. But 
Blaxland? He was the half of the partnership that went out of his way to foster 
peaceful relations between black and white. That this compassionate man cou ld 
be ki l led so brutally was beyond the comprehension of those on Tirroan station.63 
It may never be known whether Blaxland was punished for the massacre at 
the Cedars, for some sexual ind iscretion or another offence against the 
Taribelang"".Bunda people, however it is time that the possibi l ity be raised that 
the tribe were angered specifical ly at Blaxland. 
Once Blaxland's body had been discovered , Forster started preparations 
to form yet another pun itive party. By this stage many more surround ing 
stations had been taken up, and local pastoral ists were only too happy to 
assist in avenging Blaxland's brutal ki l l ing .  Laurie speculated which 
pastoral ists could have volunteered to join the expedition :  
Walla was formed in 1 849 by Thompson brothers. Monduran was occupied and 
owned in 1 850 by Landsborough brothers, Kolonga in 1 850 by J. Blackman, 
Eureka by J. Barker, and there were stations in the Upper Burnett, Boonara, 
Barambah, Boobyjan and some others.64
It is bel ieved that the party eventual ly came across a large group of 
I ndigenous people at a site now known as Paddy's Is land near Fairymead just 
outside of Bundaberg .65 During the 1 86 1  Select Committee on the Native
Pol ice Force, the President of the Legislative Council the Hon. Maurice 
O'Connel l testified about the events of that day. As O'Connell had been a 
pastoral ist i n  the Wide Bay district at the time of Blaxland's death , the 
63 Rackemann, "Murder Draws Speculation." 
64 Laurie, "Early G in Gin and the B laxland Tragedy," 7 1 3 . 
65 Lack, "The Tragedy of Tirroan Station :  Slaughter of the Aboriginals,'' 2 .
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Chairman of the Select Committee asked O'Connel l to detai l  any incidents 
where he had "fol lowed b lacks. "66 O'Connell responded:
I followed them on the occasion of Mr. B laxland's  murder, who was ki l led on the 
Burnett. A party of squatters on the Burnett were sworn in as special constab les, 
fol lowed the blacks, and surprised a camp. We found the blacks in a scrub on the 
banks of the Burnett River; surprised a camp, and burned al l the th ings in it; 
owing to the difficulties of the scrub, we d id not succeed in getting the parties 
supposed to be implicated in the murder.67
However Tony Matthews reasoned,  "as O'Connell was not present during th is 
punitive expedition . . .  his statement must be treated with caution . "68 Similarly
Rackemann questioned whether O'Connell could have, "hushed the whole 
matter up."69 I nd igenous oral h istory tel ls a very d ifferent story to that of
O'Connel l .  Raymond Broome, a local I nd igenous spokesperson from the 
Taribelang-Bunda group, spoke of the significance of the site: 
There's  a lot of history associated with Paddy's I sland for our mob. My 
grandfather was the last initiated person on the island, and in his time there was a 
big massacre here, we bel ieve about 1 ,500 or 2,000 people were kil led. 
remember him goi ng as an old man, he go and sit in  the Murri way, to one 
particular gum tree. He'd go there and l ight a fire and for three or four days, 
crying for those people who had been ki l led. It' s  not that long ago, hey?70
M any historians have supported the cla im that a large-scale massacre of the 
Taribelang- Bunda people occurred that day. Laurie cla imed that: 
It was estimated by the white party that there were about a thousand blacks 
congregated here when the attack was made, and the result was the blacks 
suffered severely. The avenging whites were determined to end the antagonistic 
blacks' attitude towards their  settlements. It is not known how many blacks were 
k i l led in this fight, but they must have numbered hundreds; but it is also known 
66 New South Wales Votes and Proceedings (1861) Select Committee on the Native Police Force, 86.
67 Ibid.
68 Matthews, "B lack War on the Gin G in."
69 Rackemann. Neville Rackemann 's Historical Note Book, 24.
70 '' I nd igenous Land Corporation Active in Queensland," FA/RA,
http://www.faira.org.au/lrq/arch ives/ l 99809/stories/Indigenous-land-corporation.htm (accessed 1 5  January 
2005 ). 
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that a large number escaped into the Wongarra scrub on the south side of the 
river.7 1
Likewise , Nolan reasoned , " I t  seems unl ikely that revenge planned for a week 
would find satisfaction in the burning of a camp. 1172 However some historians
have questioned whether a massacre actually occurred at Paddy's Island , 
and if it d id how many Aborigines were ki l led . Rackemann questioned that a 
massacre occurred as, "years after the Cedar's Estate massacre, ploughmen 
turned up stone axe-heads and bones. Nothing l ike this happened on Paddy's 
l sland . 1173 But Rackemann concluded , "this history puzzle wi l l  never be
solved. "74
Despite the settlers bel ieving that they had dealt out sufficient punishment 
at Paddy's Is land to those responsible for Blaxland's death , the warrant for 
the six Aborig ines was sti l l  outstanding . In  the tel l ing of the history of the 
Native Pol ice Force in Queensland , Skinner recounts what happened in the 
Wide Bay d istrict in February 1 851 : 
Warrants had been i ssued against a number of Aborigines accused of murder and 
felony. It was thought the majority of the accused were then on Fraser's  I sland to 
where Aborigines had previously retired after com mitting murder and from where 
they could issue to commit fresh crimes. The magistrates also considered that 
l ives and property in the Wide Bay district would not be safe unti l the Aborigines 
understood they would not be able to continue this  system. 75
I n  a footnote ,  Skinner l isted "Neddy; Jacky Jacky; Jonny; Nosy; and Boomer'' 
to be among the Aborig ines bel ieved to be hiding on Fraser Island . Frederick 
Walker, the commandant of the Corps of Native Pol ice wrote to the Colonial 
Secretary asking for resources for his troops to visit Fraser Island to 
apprehend the suspected Aborig ines. Walker d id not receive a response until 
July 1 85 1 . In the mean time, it is bel ieved that: 
71 Laurie. "Early G in G in and the Blaxland Tragedy," 7 1 3 . 
n Nolan . Bundaberg: Hist01y and People, 22. 
73 Rackemann. Neville Rackemann 's Historical Note Book, 24. 
74 Ibid. 
75 Skinner. Police of the Pastoral Frontier, 46. 
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Walker went with a smal l detachment "to afford protection to the settlers on the 
Upper Burnett" and [Lieutenant R.P.] Marshall , with a strong party, visited the 
neighbourhood of Forster and B laxland's station in the Wide Bay district. At both 
these places outbreaks had been expected but d id not eventuate.76
But whilst in the Wide Bay d istrict Lieutenant Marshal l  "attempted to capture 
two of the murderers of the late Mr. Blaxland."77 Skinner explained :
The two natives pursued, however, took to the Mary River and, it not being 
possible to apprehend them, they were fired at. It was bel ieved both were ki l led . 
Marshal l next proceeded to Forster's  Tirroan station, a report hav ing been 
received of a threatened attack there from Aborigines. The alarm raised on th is  
occasion proved to be groundless. 78
Skinner does not provide specific references for any of the claims relating to 
the suspected murderers of Blaxland , however in the same chapter he 
regularly references letters between Walker and the Colonial Secretary.79
All stories must have an ending . Whilst the history of the township of Gin 
Gin continued ,  Forster's part ended in  1 851  when i t  is believed that Forster 
sold the station to brothers Arthur and Alfred Brown. Bul l argued that Forster 
was "depressed by his uncle's death" and "no longer wished to carry on the 
station . "80 Simi larly, Lack believed , "Wil l iam Forster's health broke under the
strain  of repeated tragedy and disaster."81 After off-loading Gin Gin station ,
Forster then returned to New South Wales where he later entered pol itics and 
eventual ly became Premier.82 Dignan chose to end h is version of the story
with these words, "There is no conclusion to this unhappy epoch more fitting 
than Forster's own poignant l ines," he then quoted : 
'Tis th is - a fatal race - where' er we go, 
80 Bu ll  . .. G in Gin Station- and its early tragedy."8 1  Lack, "The Tragedy of Tirroan Station : S laughter of the Aboriginals," 2.  8 2  Nairn, Australian Dictiona1y of Biography, 1 99. 
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Some phase of fitful tragedy appears. 
We strew the earth with murder, crime and woe, 
Marching as in a monumental show 
Begirt with mourning years. 
We pave our way with terror, blood and tears -
We wade through tears and blood. 
Our path is as the ruthless track of fires. 
Our passage as the havoc of a flood, 
When from the wasted levels it retires 
Thus with whatever good 
Our conquest brings, or seems to bring, 
Perpetual evi l  mingles or conspires. 
Pale death and ruin around our footsteps spring, 
And desolation dogs out piv i l ised desires.83
Renee Coffey, History Honours Thesis, 2006 
The incidents that fol lowed Blaxland and Forster's arrival in Gin Gin are not 
atypical for frontier relations of the mid n ineteenth-century. Instead , they and 
the myths that have developed around them represent a sound case study for 
frontier relations between I nd igenous people and pastoral ists of the time. 
83 Wil l iam Forster cited in D ignan, Economic and Social Development in the Lower Burnett, 23 .
- 55 -
Renee Coffey, History Honours Thesis, 2006 
6. CONCLUSION 
I n  exploring the events of the mid-nineteenth century in Gin Gin ,  it 
becomes clear that where gaps in the primary resources exist, myttii, legend 
and embel l ishment step in to fi l l  the silences. With each author _that- has 
provided an account of these incidents, the myth has grown. Jean Bul l 's 1 959 
narrative of Blaxland's death published in Queensland Country Life, and the 
version contained in The Rifle and the Spear are the most extreme examples 
of this .  Of such historical accounts Paul Roth wrote, "the emphasis on 
narrative structure situates historical practice too close to the writing of 
fiction ."1 It is not just overtly narrative accounts l ike that of Bull that have
introduced fictional elements to these tel l ings. Concern ing the historiography 
of the Myal l  Creek massacre, Blanch wrote: 
The Myall Creek massacre is shrouded by myth even though muqh\I }\'ritten about 
it. It has sl ipped into folklore and legend . . .  it is embel l ished, dramatised and even 
enhanced with inaccuracies. 2
From what few primary sources there are about the events in Gin Gin, 
authors have had to fi l l  i n  the si lences with their own imagin ings to form a 
cohesive story. They have each interpreted the remaining evidence and 
existing secondary sources and then presented their own version.  
This raises important questions about the objectivity of historians and what 
role they as individuals have played in shaping these stories. Katrina 
Schlunke tackled this issue in her book Bluff Rock: Autobiography of a 
Massacre,  where she explored the different interpretations of a particular 
massacre of Aboriginal people that a l legedly occurred in New England during 
the 1 840s. Schlunke asked : 
The promise of History was that we would know what happened. But there is no 
single way of 'doing' history, no single way of knowing h istory. There are just so 
1 Paul Roth, "How N arratives Explain, " Social Research 56, no.2 ( 1 989) : 449. 
2 Blanch, Massacre: Myall Creek Revisited, 1 06. 
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many stories. But why do only some stories of the past ' work' now? . . .  And when 
we look careful ly at the stories from the past, some of wh ich are cal led 'official 
h istory ' and some of which are called gossip, we see that al l stories are personal, 
whi le showing that al l writing is personal . 
If a l l  stories are in some way a reflection of their author, each tell ing of the 
frontier violence in Gin Gin says as much about the time it was written as it 
does about the period in question . In  his 1 991 publ ication,  Thomas Nagel 
summarised this situation with a helpful metaphor: 
However often we may try to step outside of ourselves, someth ing wi l l  have to 
stay beh ind the lens, something in us wi l l  determ ine the resu lting picture, and this 
wi l l  give grounds for doubt that we are getting any closer to real i ty3 •
Likewise, F. R. Ankersmit argued, "we no longer have any texts , any past, but 
just interpretations of them."4 When looking at the h istory of frontier violence
in  a particular reg ion , th is becomes evident. Whilst the real ity of any event 
that occurred in the past may "remain immutable , "5 the evidence left and
subsequent retel l ings are far from flawless. Schlunke elaborated on the 
situation she discovered whi lst researching the massacre at Bluff Rock: 
How do we know the past? We know certain events happened in the past, 
sometimes exactly when, but we wi l l  never know precisely why and how 
something happened . . .  We tel l  stories about where we come from and who we 
are. We change these stories, sometimes m inutely, sometimes radical ly, 
depend ing on our aud ience and our task.6
There wi l l  never be a definitive story of Gin Gin's past. Authors have told and 
retold the stories of early Gin Gin time and again ,  each time fi l l ing in the 
si lences with their  own interpretations and further developing the myths. 
Local myths and legends are often shaped by important symbols of the 
period i n  question . When looking at a regional study, the importance of 
·1 Thomas Nagel, The View from Nowhere (New York : Oxford University Press, 1 986). 67.
4 F. R. Ankersm i t, "H istoriography and Postmodernism," History and The01y 28, no . 2 (May 1 989) : 1 3 7.
5 .John Dawson, " Is  Truth H istory?" Quadrant ( March 2006) : 2 1 . 
6 Sch lunke, Bluff Rock, 1 1 .
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symbols soon emerges and provides a broader sign ificance to the events 
being examined . On his study Nest of Hornets, about the Hornet Bank 
massacre , Gordon Reid wrote: 
Reflecting the past is most conveniently done by symbols, and it is for this reason 
that the Hornet Bank massacre and related events are particularly meaningful in 
Queensland History.7
Reid's book detai led how fol lowing the deaths of most of Wil l iam Fraser's 
family in the Hornet Bank massacre in 1 857 , he led an a l l  too common 
punitive expedition against the Aborigines suspected of the crime. Reid said 
of the white reprisal that: 
The image of the relentless avenger of a shocking crime against his family 
committed by so-called treacherous black�, fien.ds. .has satisfied a need for a 
symbol in white society. It is the symbol of white right and justice in the face of 
unacceptable behaviour by a race of unacceptable people.8
The same could easi ly be said of the pun itive expeditions embarked upon in 
the newly established area of Gin Gin fol lowing Indigenous attacks. In  the 
rhetoric surrounding both the attacks at the Cedars and at Paddy's Island , the 
massacres are described as punishment, rather than revenge - as though the 
pastoral ists were somehow responsible for the moralisation of the local 
I nd igenous population.9 The stories of Gin Gin's frontier violence embody the
dominant symbols of I nd igenous treachery and white superiority, which have 
helped shape the myths. 
What occurred fol lowing the establ ishment of Gin Gin station in 1 848 wi l l  
never be known for certa in .  Fol lowing their overland expedition, l ife would 
have rolled on for the pastoral ists in their new home - with their days marked 
by the usual triumphs and tragedies of the time. The Taribelang-Bunda 
people who had l ived a relatively und isturbed traditional l ife were soon 
7 Reid. A Nest of Hornets, 1 80. 
8 Ibid., 1 79.
9 See Lack and Stafford, The Rifle and the Spear, 74 for a good examp le of such rhetoric, common in many
versions. 
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d isrupted by the swift incursion. What little records exist from the time point to 
certain  incidents that probably helped shape both groups' experiences - that 
sometime in 1 849 the Pegg boys were speared to death and soon after a 
punitive expedition was gathered and a brutal massacre of Aborig inal people 
was executed at the Cedars. That the fol lowing year Blaxland was found 
murdered , presumed by Aborigines, and Forster gathered another group of 
settlers and embarked on the trail for vengeance, eventual ly tracking down a 
group of Aborigines at Paddy's Island and carrying out another horrific 
massacre . Very few argue the abovementioned facts - however the devi l is in  
the deta i l .  The lack of  specific evidence is exactly what intrigues people 
about the early h istory of Gin Gin .  For the last one hundred and fifty years, 
various authors have created their  own version of the events - each adding 
their  own interpretations and imag ined detai ls .  It is this  process that has 
created the legend of frontier violence in Gin Gin - a story that comprises 
murder, massacre and myth . 
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